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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This report has been prepared for the conceptual design of the Underground Train Storage (UTS) facilities that 
form part of the proposed Toronto Transit Commission’s (TTC’s) Yonge Subway Extension.  The UTS structure 
is located in the Region of York, Ontario.  The objectives of this report are to provide information on the 
anticipated subsurface soil and groundwater conditions at the proposed UTS facilities and to provide 
geotechnical recommendations for conceptual design.  Preliminary soil parameters are provided, as well as 
discussions addressing the geotechnical aspects of excavation support and backfill, temporary and permanent 
works and foundation design and construction.  The recommendations provided in this report are intended to 
provide conceptual design information that may be utilized toward planning and costing purposes. 

It is proposed that the existing Yonge Subway be extended from the existing Finch Station terminus in Toronto 
northward beyond Highway 407 in Richmond Hill, in the Region of York.  The Yonge Subway Extension project 
consists of an approximately seven kilometres (km) long new section of subway with five underground stations, a 
bridge crossing at the East Don River, tail tracks and underground train storage facilities at the north end of the 
extension.  The UTS structure is located north of Highway 407 between Highway 7 and 16th Avenue, as shown 
on Figure 1.  The UTS facilities includes four sections of triple-track, six-car train storage that is linked to the 
north end of Richmond Hill Centre Station. 

It should be noted that at this conceptual design stage, the subsurface information for the UTS structure is 
insufficient for preliminary or final design.  Following the completion of the conceptual design, additional 
explorations, testing, and review and revision of these recommendations will be necessary during later design 
stages for the proposed UTS facilities. 

Previous geotechnical work associated with Yonge Street included an evaluation of the shallow soil conditions 
for a section of the bus transit service extension north of Steeles Avenue completed in 2003 as part of the 
Environmental Assessment for the Yonge Street Route Options for the York Rapid Transit Plan bus rapid transit 
system (Golder Associates Ltd., May 2003).  For the Yonge Subway Extension project, a Preliminary 
Geotechnical Report was prepared for the Yonge Subway Extension Transit Project Assessment Process in 
2009 (Golder Associates Ltd., January 2009).  More recently, a preliminary geotechnical investigation in support 
of the conceptual design of the Yonge Subway Extension was carried out by SPL Consultants Limited (SPL 
Consultants Ltd., 2010).  

This report, initially submitted on November 2011, was supplemented by completion of two additional boreholes 
in 2013 (Golder Associates Ltd.) and subsequently revised to reflect the updated information. 
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2.0 SITE AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

The UTS facilities are proposed to be located north of Highway 407 between Highway 7 and 16th Avenue, 
approximately 230 metres (m) east of Yonge Street and immediately west of the CN/GO rail tracks, as shown on 
Figures 1 and 2.  The UTS structure extends from approximately 160 m north of High Tech Road to 
approximately 350 m north of Bantry Avenue, west of the existing CN/GO rail tracks, between Stations 7+686 
and 8+390.  The UTS facilities include four sections of triple-track, six-car train storage areas with each section 
planned to be about 150 m long and 20 m wide.  The underground storage structure is proposed to abut the 
north end of Richmond Hill Centre Station, forming the terminal section of the Yonge Subway Extension.  At the 
north end of the UTS, a fan room and ventilation shaft is proposed.  Various Emergency Exit Buildings (EEBs) 
are also located along the Yonge Subway Extension alignment with EEB No. 7 and EEB No. 8 located within 
and at the end of the UTS structure, respectively.   

The area surrounding the UTS site is a mixed-use residential and commercial development area and is occupied 
by low-rise to mid-rise buildings, as well as the CN/GO rail tracks.  The commercial properties generally include 
single storey warehouses to six storey buildings and are located between the CN/GO rail tracks and Yonge 
Street.  Various paved parking areas are located between the commercial and residential buildings.  The 
residential properties include two to eight storey buildings and are also located between the CN/GO rail tracks 
and Yonge Street.  Low-rise residential buildings including two to three storey structures, as well as landscaped 
areas are also located on the east side of the CN/GO rail tracks.  High Tech Road and Bantry Avenue cross the 
UTS site at approximately Stations 7+500 and 8+040, respectively.  The nearest water body, a stormwater 
management pond is located south of the UTS site, west of the Richmond Hill Centre Station crossover structure 
and Highway 7.  The East Don River Crossing on Yonge Street is located approximately 3 km south of the UTS 
site.      

At the time this report was prepared, the conceptual design of the UTS considered that the structure would be 
constructed using cut and cover methods.  Based on the current conceptual design drawings, the base of the 
underground storage structure varies from about elevation 182.5 m at the south end (adjacent to Richmond Hill 
Centre Station) to about elevation 185 m at the north end (end of extension line).  The underground storage 
structure is planned to be about 20 m wide and is about 704 m long in total.  The proposed top of rail and the top 
of the structure ranges from about elevation 184.5 m at the south end to about elevation 187 m at the north end 
and about elevation 190 m at the south end to about elevation 192 m at the north end, respectively.  These 
dimensions result in the bottom of the structure being about 22.5 m to 24 m below the existing ground surface.     
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3.0 SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 

3.1 Geological Information 
 

Relevant geotechnical and geological information for the conceptual design of the UTS was obtained from the 
reports and publications, listed in this section of the report.    

 

3.1.1 Subsurface Data Reports 
 

 “Geo-Engineering Factual Data Report, Conceptual Design Investigation, Yonge Subway Extension 
(Version 2), Contract Y85-10”, SPL Consultants Ltd., November 15, 2010.     

 “Preliminary Geotechnical Report, York Rapid Transit Plan, Yonge Subway Extension Transit Project 
Assessment Process, Toronto, Ontario”, Golder Associates Ltd., January 2009.   

 “Geotechnical Data Report, York Rapid Transit Plan, Yonge Subway Extension, Regional Municipality of 
York, Ontario”, Golder Associates Ltd., January 2009.   

 “Environmental Assessment, York Rapid Transit Plan, Yonge Street Corridor, Regional Municipality of York, 
Ontario”, Golder Associates Ltd., May 2003. 

 “Geotechnical Study for the Proposed Hi-Tech Road Overpass and Bantry Avenue Overpass Crossing 
CNR Line (Bala Subdivision) Yonge Street & Highway No. 7, Town of Richmond Hill, Ontario”, Report No. 
97-6428, Soil Probe Ltd., February 17, 1997. 

 “Supplementary Geotechnical Data Report, York Rapid Transit Plan, Yonge Subway Extension, Regional 
Municipality of York, Ontario”, Golder Associates Ltd., November 2013.     

 

3.1.2 Geological References 
 

 “Quaternary Geology Toronto and Surrounding Area, Southern Ontario, Ontario Geological Survey 
Preliminary Map P. 2240 Geological Series, Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario”, D.R. Sharpe, scale 
1:100,000, 1980.  

 “Bedrock Geology of Ontario, Southern Sheet, Ontario Geological Survey, Map 2544”, scale 1:1,000,000, 
1991.     

 “Township of North York, County of York, Ontario, Showing Water Wells and Bedrock Contours, Map No. 
1955-7”, A.K. Watt, scale 1 inch to ½ mile, 1955.  
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 “The Physiography of Southern Ontario, Ontario Geological Survey Special Volume 2, Third Edition, 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario”, L.J. Chapman and D.F. Putnam, 1984. 

 “Don River Watershed Plan, Geology and Groundwater Resources – Report on Current Conditions,” 
prepared by Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, 2009. 
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3.1.3 Other Information 
 

 “York-Peel-Durham-Toronto-Conservation Authorities Moraine Coalition (YPDT-CAMC) Groundwater 
Management Strategy Study”, selected data reviewed from the database for the Yonge Subway Extension 
Project in November 2008.   

 General Topographical Survey Data supplied in “Yonge Subway Extension Trackwork Alignment Plan and 
Profile STA. 0+500 to STA. 9+020” Sheets 1 to 13, McCormick Rankin Corporation and Hatch Mott 
MacDonald, February 28, 2011.   

 Powers, J.P., Corwin, A.B., Schmall, P.C. and Kaeck, W.E., “Construction Dewatering and Groundwater 
Control, New Methods and Applications”, Third Edition, John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 2007. 

 

3.2 Conceptual Design Information 
 

Information on the subway extension alignment and proposed structures has been obtained from the sources 
listed in this section of the report.       

 “Yonge Subway Extension Trackwork Alignment Plan and Profile STA. 0+500 to STA. 9+020”, Sheets 1 to 
13, McCormick Rankin Corporation and Hatch Mott MacDonald, February 28, 2011.      
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4.0 SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS 
 

4.1 Regional Geology 
 

The Quaternary geology for the Region of York, north of Highway 407 and Highway 7, generally consists of 
glacial till deposits, glaciolacustrine and glaciofluvial sand, silt and clay deposits.  These deposits were laid down 
by glacial ice sheets and associated glacial lakes and rivers.  Recent alluvial deposits are typically located in the 
river or stream valleys and within their flood plains.     

The Quaternary deposits overlie the Georgian Bay Formation bedrock, comprising shale interbedded with 
dolomitic siltstone and minor limestone.  The Georgian Bay Formation is about 250 m thick and generally 
declines to the southeast at about 5 m per km.  Based on the Township of North York, County of York, Ontario 
Map No. 1955-7 Showing Water Wells and Bedrock Contours and the bedrock data obtained from the York-
Peel-Durham-Toronto-Conservation Authorities Moraine Coalition (YPDT-CAMC) Groundwater Management 
Strategy Study database, the elevation of the bedrock for the UTS facilities general area is anticipated to be 
between about elevation 135 m and 140 m.  The thickness of the overburden at the general UTS structure area 
is between approximately 65 m and 70 m. 

The overburden materials were deposited over the course of at least two glaciations and one interglacial period.  
According to the Quaternary Geology of Toronto and Surrounding Area Preliminary Map P.2204, the native 
sedimentary deposits for the general site area consists of Peel Ponds (deeper-water deposits including silt and 
clay), overlying geologically young tills (Halton, clayey silt till and sandy silt till), overlying Older Lake Deposit 
(shallow water deposits consisting of sand).  Based on the YPDT-CAMC database, the native sedimentary 
deposits at the general UTS area consists of Halton Till (silt and clay diamict), overlying Oak Ridges Moraine 
Complex (sand and silt and locally gravel), Newmarket Till (silt and clay diamict), Thorncliffe Formation (silt and 
sand), Sunnybrook Formation, Scarborough Formation (silt and sand) and Shale bedrock.  The relatively broad 
East Don River valley was likely formed during the most recent retreat of glacial ice sheets from the area.  
During the last ice retreat, ponds or lakes formed in low-lying regions and within broad glacial river valleys.  
These water bodies have been designated with the geologic name Peel Ponds.  Sediments deposited within the 
Peel Ponds are typically well-sorted and consist of relatively loose and stratified sand and silt or soft to stiff 
varved silt and clay.  The present watercourse has since formed smaller channels and meanders within this 
broad glacial and post-glacial East Don River valley.  

Recent alluvial deposits (sand, silt, gravel and organic material) should be expected in areas within the 
immediate vicinity of watercourses and flood plains including the East Don River area.  Recent outwash moraine, 
or ablation deposits may also be encountered overlying the most geologically recent basal till unit in some areas.  
Urban fill materials should be expected generally in the top 1 m to 5 m except for areas where extensive 
development has taken place.  Fill materials to depths ranging from 8 m at Highway 7 to 9.5 m at High Tech 
Road may be expected.  

 

  



 

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION 
UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE 
GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 

 

November 2011 
Updated December 2013 
Report No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07 7  

 

4.2 Topography 
 

The UTS structure is planned to be located between High Tech Road and 16th Avenue, immediately west of the 
CN/GO rail tracks and about 230 m east of Yonge Street.  Based on the topographical survey data provided on 
the current conceptual design drawings (McCormick Rankin Corporation and Hatch Mott MacDonald), the 
ground surface along the alignment of the Yonge Subway Extension from Richmond Hill Centre Station to the 
end of the extension line toward 16th Avenue generally increases in elevation from about elevation 201 m near 
Richmond Hill Centre Station (north of High Tech Road) to about elevation 209 m at the end of the extension line 
(near Coburg Crescent).  In the areas where High Tech Road and Bantry Avenue cross the subway extension 
line and the existing CN/GO rail tracks, the road embankment surface increases by about 8 m to 10 m to 
approximately elevation 208 m and 215 m, respectively.   

 

4.3 Stratigraphy 
 

The subsurface conditions for the proposed UTS structure is based on the borehole data obtained from various 
geotechnical investigations.  An initial investigation was carried out by Golder Associates Ltd. (2009) to provide 
data for the Transit Project Assessment Process for the Yonge Subway Extension Environmental Assessment.  
A supplementary geotechnical investigation was carried out by SPL Consultants Ltd. (2010) to provide 
conceptual design information along Yonge Street between the Canadian National Rail tracks and High Tech 
Road between approximately Stations 3+300 and 7+400.  This geotechnical information for the proposed 
underground storage site was further supplemented with existing available Soil Probe Ltd. (1997) and Ministry of 
Transportation, Ontario (MTO) borehole data, as well as borehole and well record data researched through the 
YPDT-CAMC Groundwater Management Strategy Study in 2008.  Subsequent to the conceptual design report 
issued by Golder in 2011 for the UTS, additional investigations were carried out by Golder in 2013 to better 
define subsurface conditions in the northern areas of the UTS.  The following boreholes have been utilized to 
compile an interpreted stratigraphic profile for the UTS general site area:  

 Golder Associates Ltd. (2009) – Borehole 14.   

 SPL Consultants Ltd. (2010) – Borehole 124.   

 Soil Probe Ltd. (1997) – Boreholes 206, 212 and 214. 

 Ministry of Transportation, Ontario (1990 to 1993) – Boreholes MTO-30M14-210/01 and MTO-30M14-
214/08.   

 YPDT-CAMC Database (data reviewed in November 2008) – Boreholes MTO-30M14-211/40, 6902904, 
6906180 and 6902908. 

 Supplementary boreholes 126 and 128 completed by Golder in 2013.   
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The boreholes drilled on or within the immediate vicinity of the proposed UTS structure, as well as along the 
Yonge Subway Extension alignment generally encountered variable ground conditions in both horizontal and 
vertical directions consisting of topsoil or asphaltic concrete overlying layers of fill underlain by relatively thin 
granular deposits (sand to sandy silt till) and successive major deposits alternating between cohesive soils 
(silty clay to clayey silt glacial till) and granular sand and silt soils.    

The locations of the boreholes on or within the immediate vicinity of the proposed UTS and the Yonge Subway 
Extension alignment are presented on Figure 2.  The available subsurface data for the UTS site is limited at this 
conceptual design stage.  Therefore, data from the Richmond Hill Centre Station area, to the south of the UTS 
site has also been used to provide context for the interpreted subsurface conditions in the vicinity of the 
underground storage site, as shown on Figure 3A.  The interpreted stratigraphic profile for the general UTS area 
is shown on Figures 3A and 3B.  It should be noted that these figures are a simplification of the subsurface 
conditions encountered at the borehole locations.  Variations in the stratigraphic boundaries between boreholes 
will exist and are to be expected.  The stratigraphic boundaries shown on the borehole records are inferred from 
non-continuous sampling, observations of the drilling progress and results of the Standard Penetration Tests 
(SPTs) and therefore, represent transitions between and beyond the borehole locations.  It is expected that 
additional subsurface investigations will be undertaken during later stages of the project to further determine and 
assess the deposit boundaries and subsurface water levels for detail design and construction of the UTS 
facilities.   

The investigation carried out in 2013 suggest that the correlation between major deposits classified by their grain 
size distribution and regional geologic units may require some reinterpretation pending future and more detailed 
investigations.  For the purposes of this updated report, categorization and labelling of the major soil deposits 
used in the previous report have been retained and, in some cases, supplemented with updated geologic 
interpretations.   

The most recent glacial till deposit, found closest to the ground surface in the UTS area is likely consistent with 
the geologically-mapped “Halton Till”.  In the previous reports prepared for the proposed northern extension of 
the Yonge Subway line the native soil types were grouped into one of three major soil deposits and the 
uppermost glacial till deposit in the UTS area represents a fourth major deposit interpreted to exist along the 
proposed subway line route.   

Beneath the planned Richmond Hill Centre Station, loose to dense granular soils were encountered overlying the 
Upper Till.  These granular soils were previously grouped together as the Recent Granular Deposits based on 
the interpreted range of relative compactness and stratigraphic position.  Layers of cohesive soils and granular 
till were also encountered within the Recent Granular Deposits.  Based on the supplementary boreholes 
completed in 2013, however, the granular silt and sand deposits that underlie the Halton Till in the UTS area and 
beneath the Fill in the Richmond Hill Station area are likely geologically associated with the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Complex (ORMC) based on the sequence of sediments and available geologic mapping and interpretations 
(e.g., TRCA 2009).  Therefore, the simplified stratigraphy illustrated on Figures 3A and 3B includes an additional 
designation related to the reinterpretation of this glacial geology unit.  Future explorations carried out for later 
stages of design may provide additional insight regarding the continuity and likely geologic unit correlations in 
this area. 

The previously identified Upper Till Deposit, as shown on Figures 3A and 3B, was defined based on the 
continuity, elevations and consistency of the generally very stiff to hard cohesive and till materials (clayey silt to 
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sandy silt till) generally underlying urban fill extending along the majority of the Yonge Subway Extension line, 
though previous designations of “Upper”, “Middle” and “Lower” were based largely on stratigraphic positions of 
these deposits south of Richmond Hill.  Geologically, the Upper Till Deposit is likely representative of basal till 
associated with the ice sheet advance associated with the geological “Newmarket Till”.  In the area of the 
Highway 7 Yonge Street ramp at about Station 7+300, south of the UTS site, the Upper Till Deposit between 
elevation 189 m and 193 m typically exhibits lower SPT N1 values than in other areas along the proposed 
subway alignment. 

Beneath the Upper Till, extensive deposits of granular soils that appear to be hydraulically connected were 
encountered beneath the planned Richmond Hill Centre Station, south of the UTS facilities.  The 2013 
supplemental boreholes at the UTS site extended below the Upper Till Deposit at the location of borehole 126, 
however the Upper Till Deposit was not fully penetrated further north at the location of borehole 128.  These 
granular soils, composed of fine sand and sandy silt to sand and gravel, have been grouped together as the 
Upper Granular Deposit. 

Based on the YPDT-CAMC database, bedrock may have been observed at about elevation 151 m or 
approximately 54 m below the existing ground surface from a water well located at approximately Station 8+100 
at the UTS site. 

 

4.4 Engineering Characteristics of Soils 
 

Soils encountered in the boreholes completed by Golder Associates Ltd. (2009) and SPL Consultants Ltd. 
(2010) were classified in accordance with the TTC Geotechnical Standards, Version 5, Parts A to E including 
associated appendices in effect at the time the Yonge Subway extension conceptual design phase was initiated.  
While the soil types and groupings have changed since that time, the previous system has been retained for this 
report for consistency with earlier reports.  Under this system, a total of twelve soil types (Types 1 to 12), 
typically encountered in the Greater Toronto Area, were used to describe and classify the range of soil deposits 
observed in the boreholes.  These soil types, described on the Record of Borehole sheets in the Golder 
Associates Ltd. (2009 and 2013) and SPL Consultants Ltd. (2010) geotechnical data reports (listed in Section 3) 
have been illustrated using corresponding graphical symbols on Figures 3A and 3B and are summarized as 
follows:  

 Type 1 – Fill 

 Type 2 – Organics 

 Type 3 – Gravel  

 Type 4 – Sand and Gravel/Gravelly Sand  

 Type 5 – Sand 

                                                      
1 Standard Penetration Test (SPT) N value represents the number of blows by a 140 pound (63.5 kg) hammer free falling 30 inches (0.75 m) required to drive a split-spoon sampler a 
distance of 1 foot (0.3 m) into the ground after having first penetrated 6 inches (0.15 m) in general accordance with ASTM D1586. 
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 Type 6 – Silty Sand 

 Type 7 – Sandy Silt/Sand and Silt  

 Type 8 – Silt  

 Type 9 – Clayey Silt  

 Type 10 – Clay/Silty Clay 

 Type 11 – Silty Clay Till/Clayey Silt Till  

 Type 12 – Sandy Silt TILL/Silty Sand TILL/Sand and Silt Till 

Soil Types 11 and 12 are commonly interpreted as a till deposit (lodgement or basal till) on the basis of their 
heterogeneous structure, the relative broad grain size distribution and the published local geology.   

It is understood that the MTO boreholes were classified in accordance with the MTO standard of soil descriptions 
in use at the time of the explorations. 

The Soil Probe Ltd. borehole records (1997) were reinterpreted to be consistent with the current TTC 
classification scheme.  It should be noted that the subsurface conditions presented on Figures 3A and 3B are 
based on interpretation of the soil description provided in the Record of Borehole sheets and the limited data 
available for this report.  Borehole or water well geologic data obtained from the YPDT-CAMC database were not 
prepared by Golder Associates Ltd., SPL Consultants Ltd., Soil Probe Ltd. or MTO.  Many of the soil descriptions 
included in the YPDT-CAMC database were developed based on visual and textural classification of drilling 
fluids and cuttings during water well drilling.  Therefore, some uncertainty remains regarding the material 
classification.  The colours and the numbering on the borehole cross sections are intended to provide a broad 
indication of the reported material classification.  For the conceptual design of the UTS facilities, greater 
emphasis should be placed on the subsurface conditions identified from the investigations undertaken by Golder 
Associates Ltd, SPL Consultants Ltd., Soil Probe Ltd, and MTO.  The interpreted stratigraphic profiles presented 
on Figures 3A and 3B may be used for conceptual design.     

The deposits encountered in the recent subsurface investigation boreholes (1997, 2009, 2010 and 2013) and 
MTO boreholes have been grouped in accordance with the TTC Geotechnical Standards soil type classifications 
(Types 1 to 12) and are presented in the following sections of this report.  For this conceptual design report, the 
engineering properties of the soil types encountered at or near the UTS structure have been reported in order of 
their soil type number.  Summaries of SPT N values, water contents and Atterberg limits for the native soils 
obtained from the recent investigations (1997, 2009, 2010 and 2013) and investigations carried out for or on 
behalf of the MTO are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Plasticity data and grain size distributions for the fill and 
native soils are presented on Figures 6 to 15.   

 

4.4.1 Topsoil and Fill (Types 2 and 1) 
 

Topsoil was encountered below the ground surface in boreholes 14, 124, MTO-30M14-210/01, 
MTO-30M14-214/08, 126, and 128 and was encountered overlying layers of granular and cohesive fill.  
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In borehole 214, topsoil was encountered beneath a 0.2 m thick layer of granular fill.  The thickness of the topsoil 
layers ranged from about 0.1 metres (m) to about 0.4 m.  Measured water contents for the topsoil samples 
ranged from 12 to 22 per cent, exclusive of the frozen topsoil sample.  Materials designated as topsoil in this 
report were classified solely based on visual and textural evidence.  Testing of organic content or for other 
nutrients was not carried out.  Therefore, the use of materials classified as topsoil cannot be relied upon for 
support and growth of landscaping vegetation.   

With the exception of boreholes 14 and MTO-30M14-210/01, fill material was encountered below the ground 
surface or beneath topsoil in all of the boreholes (boreholes 124, 126, 128, 206, 212, 214 and 
MTO-30M14-214/08) and ranged from about 0.3 m to 4.5 m thick.  The thickness of the fill material within the 
immediate vicinity of the underground storage area could range from about 1 m to 5 m thick.  In the area of 
High Tech Road and Bantry Avenue, the interpreted thickness of fill could range from about 5 m to 9.5 m and 
10 m to 11 m, respectively, based on borehole information compared to topographic data and previous 
construction of bridge approach embankments and roadway grading.     

The fill materials generally include layers of granular (silty sand to sandy silt) and cohesive soils (clayey silt to 
silty clay) and were encountered between approximately elevation 189.2 m and 205.3 m.  Evidence of topsoil, 
rootlets and organic material was encountered within the fill layers below the ground surface in borehole 206 at 
approximately elevation 199.6 m, borehole 212 at approximately elevation 205.3 m, borehole 214 at 
approximately elevation 205.2 m and in borehole MTO-30M14-214/08 at a depth of 0.2 m or approximately 
elevation 189.2 m.  Rootlets and decomposed organic matter were also encountered within the fill in boreholes 
126 and 128.  Asphalt fragments were also encountered within the fill layers in borehole MTO-30M14-214/08 at 
a depth of 0.2 m or approximately elevation 189.2 m.   

Standard Penetration Test N values measured for the cohesive fill ranged from 3 to 16 blows per 0.3 m 
indicating a firm to very stiff consistency.  An SPT N value of 13 blows per 0.3 m was measured for the granular 
fill indicating a compact relative density.  Standard Penetration Test N values ranging from 11 to 38 blows per 
0.3 m was measured for frozen granular fill in boreholes 206, 212 and 212.  Measured water contents for the 
cohesive and granular fill ranged from 5 to 22 and 10 to 28 per cent, respectively.  An individual grain size 
distribution test completed on Type 1 soils for the UTS project is shown on Figure 7. 

 

4.4.2 Native Soils  
 

The general characteristics of each soil type encountered within the UTS area are reported below, in order of 
their soil type number.    

 

4.4.2.1 Sand and Gravel/Gravelly Sand (Type 4) 
 

A very dense layer of sand and gravel to gravelly sand was encountered in borehole 14 at approximately 
elevation 172.9 m.  The sand and gravel to gravelly sand layer was encountered beneath sand and silt.  
Borehole 14 was terminated in the sand and gravel to gravelly sand after exploring the layer for 4.0 m.  
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In addition, based on the drilling activities and field observation of the return fluid during drilling borehole 126, it 
was inferred that a layer of sand and gravel is present between approximately elevation 183.7 m and 184.3 m.  
Three SPT N values measured for the sand and gravel to gravelly sand were over 100 blows per 0.3 m and 
measured water contents were 8, 12 and 37 per cent, though these water contents may not be representative of 
in situ conditions because of the coarse nature of the soil and consequent difficulty in preserving saturation 
during sampling.  The higher water content of 37 per cent is likely to have been measured on a sand and gravel 
sample containing significant clay content.  Summaries of N values and water contents are presented on Figures 
4 and 5.  Figure 8 illustrates an envelope of grain size distribution data that is typical of Type 4 soils encountered 
and tested for the Yonge Subway Extension project and other TTC subway projects in the northern limits of 
Toronto.  Two individual grain size distribution tests completed on Type 4 soils for the UTS project are also 
shown for comparison on Figure 8.   

 

4.4.2.2 Sand to Silty Sand (Types 5 and 6) 
 

Layers of sand were encountered beneath sandy silt, silty clay and sand and silt in borehole 14 between 
approximately elevation 174 m and 193.9 m and borehole 126 between approximately elevation 194.8 m and 
196.4 m.  The thickness of the sand layers ranged approximately from 1.5 m to 4.6 m.  Standard Penetration 
Test N values measured for the sand varied between the weight of the sampler and rods only to 66 blows per 
0.3 m.  The single relatively low N value was encountered upon penetration of the overlying cohesive Upper Till 
and was likely the result of groundwater pressures in the granular soils being greater than within the borehole.  
This single relatively low N value is considered unrepresentative of the in situ relative density.  In general, the 
relative density of these layers can be classified as compact.  Measured water contents varied from 12 to 22 per 
cent.  Summaries of N values and water contents are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figure 9 illustrates an 
envelope of grain size distribution data that is typical of Type 5 soils encountered and tested for the Yonge 
Subway Extension project and other TTC subway projects in the northern limits of Toronto.  Individual grain size 
distribution tests completed on Type 5 soils for the UTS project are also shown for comparison on Figure 9.   

Silty sand layers were encountered in boreholes 14, 126, 206, 212, 214 and MTO-30M14-210/01 between 
elevation 191.3 m and 201.5 m.  In borehole 126 silty sand layers were also encountered between 
elevation 175.3 and 180.5 m.  The silty sand layers were encountered beneath fill and sandy silt, beneath 
cohesive silt and clay and glacial till soils, and between sandy silt till layers.  The thickness of the silty sand 
layers ranged from 0.7 m to 6.2 m.  Borehole 206 was terminated in the silty sand after exploring the lower layer 
for 5.8 m.  Evidence of organic material was encountered in the silty sand at a depth of 0.2 m or approximately 
elevation 198.3 m in borehole 14.  With the exception of two relatively low SPT N values, the N values ranged 
from 12 to over 100 blows per 0.3 m, generally indicating a compact to very dense relative density.  An N value 
of 8 blows per 0.3 m was measured at the interface between fill and silty sand in borehole 14 at a depth of 0.8 m 
or approximately elevation 197.7 m.  In borehole 206, an N value of 7 blows per 0.3 m was measured for the silty 
sand overlying dense sandy silt till at a depth of 6.0 m or approximately elevation 193.6 m.  Measured water 
contents varied between 8 and 23 per cent, though the lowest values may not be representative of in situ 
conditions.  Summaries of N values and water contents are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figure 10 illustrates 
an envelope of grain size distribution data that is typical of Type 6 soils encountered and tested for the Yonge 
Subway Extension project and other TTC subway projects in the northern limits of Toronto.  Two individual grain 
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size distribution tests completed on Type 6 soils for the UTS project are also shown for comparison on 
Figure 10.     

 

4.4.2.3 Sandy Silt/Sand and Silt (Types 7 and 8) 
 

Layers of silt to sand and silt were encountered in boreholes 14, 124, 126, 128, 206, 212, 214 and 
MTO-30M14-210/01 between elevation 169.5 m and 202.3 m.  The sandy silt to sand and silt layers were 
encountered beneath clayey silt, sand and sand and silt till, as well as between granular and/or cohesive soil 
glacial till layers and ranged from approximately 0.7 m to 3.1 m thick.  Borehole 124 was terminated in sandy silt 
after exploring the layer for about 3.8 m.  Borehole 126 was terminated in very dense silt at about 
elevation 172.9 m. Standard Penetration Test N values varied between 22 and over 100 blows per 0.3 m 
indicating a compact to very dense state.  Measured water contents for the silt to sand and silt ranged from 8 to 
24 per cent with an average value of about 17 per cent, though the lowest values may not be representative of in 
situ conditions.  Summaries of N values and water contents are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figure 11 
illustrates an envelope of grain size distribution data that is typical of Type 7 and 8 soils encountered and tested 
for the Yonge Subway Extension project and other TTC subway projects in the northern limits of Toronto.  
Individual grain size distribution tests completed on Type 7 soils for the UTS project are also shown for 
comparison on Figure 11.     

 

4.4.2.4 Clayey Silt to Silty Clay (Types 9 and 10) 
 

Thin layers of clayey silt were encountered beneath topsoil and silty sand in boreholes 14 and 
MTO-30M14-210/01 between approximately elevation 194.6 m and 196.9 m.  In borehole 128, a relatively thin 
clayey silt to silty clay layer was encountered between elevations 198.8 and 200.4 m.  The clayey silt layer 
thickness in these boreholes ranged from about 0.4 m to 1.5 m.  SPT N values within these relatively thin layers 
ranged from about 9 to 20 blows per 0.3 m indicating a stiff to very stiff consistency.  Summaries of N values and 
water contents are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figures 6, 12 and 13 provide envelopes of the plasticity and 
grain size distribution data, respectively, that are typical of Type 9 and 10 soils encountered and tested for the 
Yonge Subway Extension project and TTC subway projects in the northern limits of Toronto that may be 
considered representative for the Type 9 and 10 soils encountered for the UTS project.  

Silty clay and clayey silt layers were also encountered in boreholes 14, 124, 126 and 128 between elevation 
173.4 m and 190.3 m.  The silty clay to clayey silt layers ranged from 1 m to as much as 6 m thick and were 
interbedded within or below silty clay till to clayey silt till layers.  Standard Penetration Test N values measured 
for the silty clay varied between 15 and over 100 blows per 0.3 m indicating a very stiff to hard consistency.  
Measured water contents ranged from 17 to 32 per cent.  Atterberg limits testing indicated the clayey silt to silty 
clay to be of low plasticity based on plastic limit range of 15 to 20 per cent and liquid limit and plasticity index 
ranges of 20 to 32 and 5 to 12 per cent, respectively.  Summaries of N values, water contents and Atterberg 
limits are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figures 6, 12 and 13 illustrate envelopes of plasticity and grain size 
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distribution data, respectively, that are typical of Type 9 and 10 soils encountered and tested for the Yonge 
Subway Extension project and other TTC subway projects in the northern limits of Toronto.   

 

4.4.2.5 Silty Clay Till/Clayey Silt Till (Type 11) 
 

Silty clay till to clayey silt till layers were encountered in boreholes 14, 124, 126, 128, 212 and 
MTO-30M14-214/08 between elevation 167.5 m and 206.8 m.  The cohesive till layers were encountered 
beneath fill, sand, silt and sandy silt till.  In boreholes 14, 124, 126 and 128, the cohesive till layers were 
interbedded within or overlying silty clay and/or clayey silt layers.  The thickness of the silty clay till to clayey silt 
layers ranged from 1.4 m to 7.6 m thick.  Borehole MTO-30M14-214/08 was terminated in the clayey silt till after 
exploring the lower layer for 6.7 m.  Evidence of boulders were encountered within the clayey silt till layers at a 
depth of about 14.9 m or approximately elevation 174.5 m in borehole MTO-30M14-214/08.   

With the exception of three relatively low SPT N values measured in borehole 124 between elevation 189 m and 
193 m, two relatively low values in borehole 126 between elevation 201.6 m and 202.8 m, and five relatively low 
values in borehole 128 between elevation 195 m and 207 m, the N values ranged from 19 to over 100 blows per 
0.3 m generally indicating a very stiff to hard consistency.  A firm to stiff layer of cohesive till with SPT N values 
ranging from 5 to 15 blows per 0.3 m was encountered below the fill or between the more characteristic very stiff 
to hard silty clay till to clayey silt till in borehole 124 between depths of 3.8 m and 7.7 m or approximately 
between elevation 189 m and 193 m, in borehole 126 between depths of 3.7 m and 4.9 m or approximately 
between elevation 201.6 m and 202.8 m, and in borehole 128 between depths of 2.2 m and 14 m or 
approximately between elevation 195 m and 207 m.  Measured water contents for the very stiff to hard cohesive 
till varied between 8 and 20 per cent.  Water contents of 10 to 25 per cent were measured for the firm to stiff 
cohesive till in boreholes 124, 126 and 128.  Atterberg limits testing indicated the very stiff to hard cohesive till to 
be of low to intermediate plasticity based on plastic limit, liquid limit and plasticity index ranges of 9 to 20, 14 to 
35 and 4 to 16 per cent, respectively.  Three Atterberg limits tests for the firm to stiff cohesive till indicated the 
material to be of low plasticity based on plastic limit of 13 per cent and liquid limit and plasticity index ranges of 
19 to 23 and 6 to 10 per cent, respectively.  Summaries of N values, water contents and Atterberg limits are 
presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figures 6 and 14 illustrate envelopes of grain size distribution data that are 
typical of Type 11 soils encountered and tested for the Yonge Subway Extension project and other TTC subway 
projects in the northern limits of Toronto.  Individual plasticity and grain size distribution tests completed on Type 
11 soils for the UTS project are also shown for comparison on Figures 6 and 14, respectively.     

 

4.4.2.6 Sandy Silt Till to Gravelly Sand Till (Type 12) 
 

Layers of sandy silt till to gravelly sand till were encountered in boreholes 124, 206, 212, 214, 
MTO-30M14-210/01 and MTO-30M14-214/08 between elevation 181.0 m and 204.9 m.  The granular till layers 
were encountered beneath fill, silty clay and silty sand, as well as interbedded with clayey silt till layers.  A layer 
of clayey silt till was encountered between the granular till layers in borehole 124 at a depth of about 16.5 m or 
approximately elevation 180.1 m.  Silty sand to sandy silt layers were encountered between the granular till 
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layers at depths of 2.9 m or approximately elevation 196.7 m in borehole 206, 3.8 m or approximately elevation 
201.5 m in borehole 212 and 3.0 m or approximately elevation 202.2 m in borehole 214.   

With the exception of four relatively low SPT N values, the N values measured in the granular till varied between 
21 and over 100 blows per 0.3 m indicating a compact to very dense relative density.  Relatively lower SPT N 
values ranging from 8 to 13 blows per 0.3 m were generally measured at the interface between fill material and 
the granular till layers at depths of 1.4 m or approximately elevation 198.2 m in borehole 206, 1.4 m or 
approximately elevation 203.9 m in borehole 212 and 0.6 m or approximately elevation 204.6 m in borehole 214.  
Measured water contents for the granular till ranged from 5 to 21 per cent with an average value of about 12 per 
cent, though the lowest values may not be representative of in situ conditions.  Summaries of N values and 
water contents are presented on Figures 4 and 5.  Figure 14 illustrates an envelope of grain size distribution data 
that is typical of Type 12 soils encountered and tested for the Yonge Subway Extension project and other TTC 
subway projects in the northern limits of Toronto.  Individual grain size distribution tests completed on Type 12 
soils for the UTS project are also shown for comparison on Figure 15. 

  

4.5 Groundwater Conditions 
 

Groundwater levels were observed during and after drilling of the boreholes.  To observe the groundwater 
pressures in the overburden soils, boreholes 14, 124, 126, 128 and MTO-30M14-210/01 were instrumented with 
slotted well screen observation wells2.  Groundwater level monitoring was carried out between November 3 and 
December 16, 2008 in borehole 14 at two to four week intervals.  In borehole 124, groundwater level monitoring 
was carried out between August 26 and October 14, 2010 at one to two week intervals.  Groundwater levels in 
boreholes 126 and 128 were measured between July 3, 2013 and September 30, 2013.  The frequency and 
duration of the groundwater monitoring was not confirmed for borehole MTO-30M14-210/01.  While observation 
wells were not installed in boreholes 206, 212 and 214, observed groundwater levels during drilling were 
recorded on the Record of Boreholes and were used to generally assess possible groundwater levels within the 
immediate vicinity of the UTS area.  The groundwater level monitoring data recorded for these boreholes are 
presented in Table 1, below.       

  

                                                      
2 Typically, a 3.1 m slotted well screen was installed in selected boreholes during the 2009 and 2013 subsurface investigations.  The screened zones were generally sealed above and 
below using bentonite or cement bentonite grout.  Therefore, the observed groundwater monitoring pressures in the observation wells are representative of the groundwater pressure at the 
depth of the screened interval.     



 

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION 
UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE 
GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 

 

November 2011 
Updated December 2013 
Report No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07 16  

 

Table 1: Summary of Groundwater Monitoring Data 

Borehole Installation Monitoring Zone 
Elevation (m) 

Groundwater 
Monitoring in Soil Type 

Approximate 
Groundwater 
Elevation (m) 

14 Observation well 173.0 to 176.1 Upper Granular Deposit                    
(Types 5 and 7) 

188.8                                       
(Dec. 2, 2008) 

124 Observation well 166.4 to 169.5 Upper Granular Deposit 
(Type 7) 

189.2                                     
(Oct. 14, 2010) 

126 

Observation well 173.1 to 176.2 Upper Granular Deposit 
(Types 6, 7 and 8) 

191.6 
(Sep. 30, 2013) 

Observation well 192.2 to 195.8 
Recent Granular Deposit 

/ORMC 
(Types 5, 7 and 8) 

196.5 
(Sep. 30, 2013) 

128 

Observation well 174.4 to 177.5 Upper Till Deposit  
(Types 9, 10 and 11) 

193.5 
(Sep. 30, 2013) 

Observation well 195.8 to 199.5 
Recent Granular Deposit 

/ORMC 
(Type 8) 

200.8 
(Sep. 30, 2013) 

MTO-30M14-210/01 Observation well 189.3 to 190.1 Upper Till Deposit           
(Type 12)  

193.8                                   
(Dec. 15, 1990) 

206* - - - 195.8                                     
(Feb. 6, 1997) 

212* - - - 201.2                                     
(Feb. 7, 1997) 

214* - - - 200.8                                     
(Feb. 11, 1997) 

Note: * Groundwater levels indicated in boreholes 206, 212 and 214 were based on observed water levels encountered during drilling.   

Based on very limited groundwater data for the UTS site, groundwater levels in the fill and Recent Granular 
Deposit/ORMC were generally consistent with a piezometric level of about elevation 196 m at the southern end 
of the UTS rising gradually to about 201 m near Bantry Avenue and remaining near this level to the north end of 
the proposed UTS facility.  Groundwater pressures in the Upper Granular Deposit are interpreted to be about 
elevation 189 m near the Richmond Hill Centre Station area and rise to the north to about elevation 194 m near 
the north end of the proposed UTS structure.  Upper Granular Deposit was not encountered at the location of 
borehole 128; however, measured groundwater pressures indicate that granular seams or thin un-sampled 
layers within the Upper Till Deposit appear to be hydraulically connected to the Upper Granular Deposit. 

The upper and lower groundwater regimes in the UTS area are generally separated by the Upper Till Deposit 
encountered between elevation 179 m and 196 m.  Interpreted and simplified groundwater pressure profiles for 
both water-bearing units are provided on Figures 3A and 3B for conceptual design purposes.  

 

 



 

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION 
UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE 
GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 

 

November 2011 
Updated December 2013 
Report No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07 17  

 

4.6 Subsurface Hazards 
 

Some geological and environmental conditions have the potential to affect the design and construction of the 
proposed UTS structure.  Special consideration should be given in various stages of design and construction to 
ensure these potentially hazardous conditions are adequately managed so to minimize the effect on the 
proposed project. 

 

4.6.1 Cobbles and Boulders 
 

The native soil deposits at the Yonge Subway Extension project site were glacially derived and therefore, 
construction of the UTS structure is likely to encounter cobbles and boulders.  Cobbles are defined as rock 
fragments that cannot pass through a screen with square openings measuring 75 mm and a maximum 
dimension less than 300 mm.  Boulders are defined as rock fragments with a maximum dimension being equal 
or greater than 300 mm.  Evidence of boulders was recorded at a depth of 14.9 m or approximately elevation 
174.5 m in borehole MTO-30M14-214/08.  It should be noted that boulders and cobbles were not cored in this 
borehole.  The presence of cobbles and boulders should be anticipated in the native deposits due to the 
depositional history of the material.  The size and frequency of cobbles and boulders that will be encountered at 
the UTS site may be assessed during later design development stages with additional subsurface explorations 
and soil data.   

For other TTC projects, a method of estimating the concentration of boulders within the soil mass was developed 
based on correlation of observed drilling behaviour and observed boulder frequency.  The data available for this 
conceptual design report are not sufficient to estimate boulder prevalence in the general UTS area.  However, 
other TTC work indicates that the number of boulders that could be encountered could range between 10 and 30 
boulders per 1,000 m3 of excavated soil. 

 

4.6.2 Natural Gas 
 

Methane gas is generally known to be present and has also been encountered in the Toronto-area soils, typically 
found in granular layers capped by cohesive till deposits.  It should be noted that insignificant levels of methane 
gas were observed in the surficial soils in borehole 14 during the 2009 subsurface investigation.  Further, 
insignificant levels of methane gas were measured in the surficial soils in borehole 124 during the 2010 
subsurface investigation.  Methane is a potential hazard for excavation and construction work.  Care should be 
taken to avoid creating areas in temporary or permanent structures where there is no air movement, as this 
could lead to long-term build up of gas concentrations.  It should also be noted that changes in groundwater 
pressure that may be caused by dewatering or seepage in underground spaces, can also lead to migration of 
gaseous or dissolved methane.  Hydrogen sulphide has also been encountered as a by-product of dewatering 
activities in the Greater Toronto Area.  Hydrogen sulphide gas can be toxic.  The absence of significant methane 
and/or hydrogen sulphide concentrations from investigations carried out for the underground storage site (and 
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nearby TTC projects) should not be construed to indicate that there is no risk of the presence of methane in the 
future.  Investigations and testing to be completed during later stages of design should be planned to monitor 
and measure potential methane or other natural gases and adequately characterize the natural groundwater 
chemistry for methane gas and indicators of hydrogen sulphide. 
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5.0 MAN-MADE FEATURES SIGNIFICANT TO DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

Consideration should be given to the existing man-made features that may potentially affect or be affected by the 
design and construction of the proposed UTS structure.  Excavations as deep as 20 m at the south end and 
24 m at the north end are anticipated for the construction of the UTS structure.  In the area of Bantry Avenue, 
excavations could be as deep as 31 m.  Construction through the fill material and native deposits could 
encounter obstructions due to the presence of buried utilities, former shallow foundations and uncontrolled 
backfilled material from historical construction to the east of Yonge Street and adjacent to the CN/GO rail tracks.  
Environmentally impacted soil and/or groundwater associated with existing and adjacent site use and former 
boreholes or wells that were not abandoned in compliance with current regulations, may also affect the proposed 
development.  This report section outlines the key features that may influence the conceptual design of the UTS 
facilities.  Further investigation of nearby features should be undertaken prior to construction to fully assess the 
risks associated with man-made features that may be present within the zone of influence of the proposed 
underground storage facilities including temporary works (excavation and dewatering).  

 

5.1 Adjacent Properties, Structures and Utilities 
 

At the time of preparing this conceptual design report, detailed information about the existing structures within 
the UTS area is limited.  Based on the current background information, the underground storage facilities site is 
located within a mixed-use commercial and residential development area consisting of low to mid-rise structures.  
These structures are generally located between Yonge Street and the CN/GO rail tracks.  Low-rise residential 
structures are located on the east side of the CN/GO rail tracks.  In addition, two bridges are located across the 
UTS site at High Tech Road and Bantry Avenue.  The ground surface at the UTS site generally increases 
northward from about elevation 201 m to about elevation 209 m.  In the areas of High Tech Road and 
Bantry Avenue, the ground surface increases to about 208 m and 215 m, respectively, because of the bridge 
approach embankments.  Typically, between 1 m and 5 m of fill should be expected beneath the UTS site.  
In the areas of High Tech Road and Bantry Avenue, fill between 5 m and 9.5 m, and 10 m and 11 m, 
respectively, may be expected.  

The existing low-rise structures located between Yonge Street and the CN/GO rail tracks are likely to be 
supported by shallow spread footing foundations.  Where basements are present, the shallow foundations for 
these structures may be about 2 m below the lowest adjacent ground surface.  For low-rise structures without 
basements, the shallow foundations for these structures may be at between 1.2 m and 1.5 m below the existing 
ground surface.  For low to mid-rise commercial buildings and mid-rise residential structures (four to six storey 
buildings) built within the last 30 years, shallow spread footings between 1.5 m and 2 m below the existing 
ground surface or short drilled shafts extending to 5 m to 8 m below the ground surface are likely to have been 
used.   
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It is expected that numerous buried and over ground utilities including street lighting, are located on or within the 
immediate vicinity of the UTS site.  Relocation and maintenance of these existing buried and/or over ground 
utilities will be required during construction.  

The available Soil Probe Ltd. report (1997), referenced in Section 3, indicates that driven steel H piles were 
contemplated for the design of the Bantry Avenue bridge structure.  Pile load capacities at Serviceability Limit 
States (SLS) and Ultimate Limit States (ULS) ranging from 650 kN to 900 kN and 1,000 kN to 1,400 kN, 
respectively, were provided for driven H piles with tip depths ranging from 11.5 m to 17.5 m below the ground 
surface at the time the boreholes were drilled.  These pile tip depths represent elevations of about 187.5 m to 
193.5 m, approximately 3.5 m to 9.5 m above the base of the planned UTS excavation.  The geotechnical report 
prepared for the bridge indicated that battered piles were to be used for resistance to lateral loading.  At the time 
of this report, it was unknown whether or not such battered piles were installed and, if so, whether or not the 
battered piles might be within the construction envelope of the UTS structure.  

For the three-span bridge structure that crosses over the CN/GO rail tracks at Bantry Avenue, a detailed review 
of available design or as-built drawings should be undertaken to assess the types, locations, and elevations of 
the foundations, as well as the structural tolerances to displacement, which together may influence the design 
and construction of the UTS facilities including temporary excavations and dewatering.  

Based on the conceptual design plans, the alignment of the UTS crosses Bantry Avenue between the location of 
the west Bantry Avenue bridge abutment and the pier supporting the western bridge span.  At the time this report 
was prepared, it was unknown whether this bridge structure would remain in service or be closed, removed, and 
replaced as part of the UTS construction.  For this report, it has therefore been assumed that the bridge structure 
will be replaced since support of the existing structure and maintaining traffic require complex underpinning or 
excavating support schemes under low headroom conditions.  

 

5.2 Soil and Groundwater Chemistry 
 

The environmental chemistry of the UTS site has not been assessed as part of this conceptual design report.  
An environmental assessment for the Yonge Street Corridor titled “Environmental Assessment, YRTP, Yonge 
Street Corridor, Golder Associates Ltd. Report No. 03-1111-001” dated May 2003, was undertaken for Yonge 
Street from Steeles Avenue to 19th Avenue (Gamble Road) and may be reviewed to provide a general indication 
of environmental risks associated with the general underground storage facilities area.  A detailed 
geo-environmental assessment should be undertaken to fully assess the risks related to environmental 
chemistry that may affect the design and construction of the UTS facilities.  

 

5.3 Boreholes and Wells 
 

The general location of existing boreholes and wells for the general underground storage facilities area are 
presented on Figure 2, where boreholes or wells are known to have been completed.  It should be noted that the 
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regulations for monitoring and groundwater supply well decommissioning have changed since the early 
development of the area.  Therefore, reliable records of past wells or drilling may not exist, and therefore, 
consideration should be given to possible open wells or boreholes that may exist near the underground storage 
facilities site.  Such open wells or boreholes may influence subsurface movement of groundwater and/or 
environmental chemistry.  
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6.0 SOIL UNITS RELATED TO EXCAVATION 
 

Cut and cover techniques will likely be adopted for the construction of the UTS structure.  Deep excavations for 
the construction of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, a fan room and ventilation shaft structures are likely required.  
Shallow excavations may be required for construction of footing foundations or foundation caps for driven piles 
or drilled shafts or caissons for other ancillary structures associated with the UTS facilities project.  

The stratigraphic interpretation of the subsurface conditions for the UTS structure, presented on Figures 3A and 
3B, may be used for conceptual design to assess the soil and groundwater conditions at the general site.  The 
stratigraphic profile is based on widely spaced borehole data available at the time this report was prepared.  The 
actual site conditions, in particular, the strata boundaries, are likely to vary from those illustrated.  It is expected 
that further subsurface investigations will be undertaken at appropriate stages of the project to further assess the 
soil and groundwater conditions for design and construction of the UTS structure, EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, a fan 
room and ventilation shaft structures, as well as associated ancillary structures.  The following report sections 
describe the soils likely to be encountered during construction, based on the available borehole records and the 
stratigraphic interpretation described above.  

 

6.1 Underground Train Storage Structure  
 

The ground surface at the UTS site generally increases from about elevation 201 m at the south end to about 
elevation 209 m at the north end.  Excavations to depths of between 20 m at the south end and 24 m at the north 
end for the cut and cover construction of the UTS is anticipated.  In the area of Bantry Avenue, the excavation 
depth could be about 31 m because of the neighbouring roadway embankment.  The planned base of the 
underground storage facilities is at about elevation 182.5 m at the south end and at about elevation 185 m at the 
north end (end of extension line).  Based on the limited subsurface investigation data, excavation for the 
underground storage facilities will likely be carried out through 1 m to 5 m of fill, as much as 8 m of the cohesive 
Halton Till at the north end of the structure, 3 m to 10 m of the Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC (silty sand to 
sandy silt till) and at least 8 m of the Upper Till Deposit (clayey silt till to sandy silt till).  The excavation base for 
the underground storage facilities is likely to be formed in the Upper Till Deposit (silty clay till to clayey silt till) 
with interbedded granular layers encountered within the Upper Till.  The supplementary boreholes completed in 
2013 indicate that the water-bearing Upper Granular Deposit could exist within about 3 metres depth below the 
base of the excavation at the south end of the structure.  At the north end of the UTS borehole 128 did not 
encounter the Upper Granular Deposits.  However, measured groundwater pressures indicate that granular 
seams or thin unsampled layers within the Upper Till Deposit are hydraulically connected to the Upper Granular 
Deposit within 5 to 10 metres of the excavation base. 

Based on the observed groundwater levels in boreholes 212 and 214 and the groundwater monitoring data for 
boreholes 14, 126 and 128 the groundwater levels in the upper aquifer, within the fill and Recent Granular 
Deposit/ORMC from south to north, respectively, ranges between about elevation 196 m to about elevation 
201 m for the UTS area.  It is anticipated that the groundwater pressures in the Upper Granular Deposit are likely 
to exhibit a pressure head near about elevation 189 m in the Richmond Hill Centre Station area rising to near 
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elevation 194 m toward the north end of the UTS site.  Based on the available subsurface and groundwater 
information it is anticipated that the groundwater pressure level in the Upper Granular Deposit for the UTS area 
will likely need to be lowered by about 7 m to prevent hydraulic uplift failure of the excavation base.  

 

6.2 Ancillary Structures  
 

Deep excavations for the construction of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, a fan room and ventilation shaft structures 
located at the north end of the UTS at approximately Stations 8+180 and 8+380 will likely be required.  It is also 
anticipated that shallow excavations may be required for the construction of shallow footings and/or foundation 
caps for driven piles or drilled shafts/caissons for other ancillary structures.  At the time this conceptual design 
report was prepared, other potential ancillary structures associated with the UTS project other than EEB No. 7, 
EEB No. 8, a fan room and ventilation shaft structures, were not defined.  Excavations ranging from about 17 m 
to 22 m are likely required for the construction of the deeper ancillary structures.  Based on the available 
subsurface investigation data, the deeper excavations are likely to be carried out through fill, Halton Till, Recent 
Granular Deposits/ORMC and the Upper Till.  Shallow excavations are anticipated to be carried out through fill 
and either the Halton Till and/or Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC including interbedded cohesive layers.  
Excavations through 1 m to 5 m of fill should be anticipated along the alignment of the UTS area.  In the area of 
the Bantry Avenue approach embankment, excavations through or removal of extensive fill material may be 
required.  

Shallow foundations and/or foundation caps for shallow ancillary structures should be founded on compact to 
dense Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC or stiff to hard cohesive deposits.  Shallow foundations should not be 
supported on the existing fill material without further subsurface investigation.  At conceptual design stage, it 
should be assumed that the existing fill material will not be suitable for support of shallow foundations.  
Excavations for the construction of these structures are likely to be carried out at about or above the interpreted 
groundwater level in the fill and the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC.  Where deep foundations are required, 
these are likely to be constructed through the fill and Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC and founded in the very 
stiff to hard Upper Till.  While dewatering of the fill and the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC are likely not 
required for the construction of the shallow ancillary structures above 3.5 m, properly filtered sump pits and 
pumps will be required in addition to provisions for surface water management within the fill and the Recent 
Granular Deposit/ORMC.  For the construction of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, a fan room and ventilation shaft 
structures, it is anticipated that dewatering within the fill and Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC will be required 
for the excavation to between approximately elevation 187 m and approximately elevation 192 m.  Based on the 
interpreted subsurface conditions and groundwater information, it is anticipated that the groundwater pressure 
level in the Upper Granular Deposit for EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8 will likely need to be lowered by a depth of about 
6 m, to prevent hydraulic uplift failure of the excavation base.    
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7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 
 

This section of the report provides an interpretation of the geotechnical data obtained for conceptual design of 
the UTS structure and includes engineering comments and recommendations related to geotechnical aspects of 
the proposed project.  It should be noted that the subsurface data for the underground storage facilities area is 
very limited and is based on limited borehole data obtained at widely-spaced discrete locations at or near the 
proposed structure location.  Additional subsurface information will be required during subsequent stages of 
design and construction.  The underground storage facilities structure will likely be constructed using cut and 
cover construction methods.  Footing foundations and/or deep foundations are likely required for the construction 
of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, a fan room and ventilation shaft structures and other associated ancillary structures.  

 

7.1 Box Structure Conceptual Design 
 

For conceptual design of the underground storage facilities structure, the soil and groundwater conditions 
presented on Figures 3A and 3B may be used in combination with the soil parameters provided in Table I, 
provided at the conclusion of this report text.  In general, the recommendations provided below are consistent 
with design of typical structures for previous TTC projects and consistent with the TTC Design Manual.   

The design of the roof of the underground storage facilities structure will be required to resist the total 
overburden pressures including additional dead and live load surcharges acting on the roof.  In accordance with 
the TTC Design Manual, the total overburden pressure acting on the roof is calculated as follows:  

σv = (γ) (z) 

where  γ = Bulk unit weight (as provided in Table I) (kN/m3)   

z = Depth below ground surface (m) 

The roof of the underground storage facilities structure will likely be below the groundwater levels between 
Stations 7+680 and 8+380, therefore, consideration of additional groundwater pressures acting on the roof will 
be required at this location.  Consideration will also need to be given to waterproofing the box structure against 
groundwater present in new backfill, existing fill and native deposits.     

The walls for the underground storage facilities structure should be designed to resist a conventional triangular 
lateral earth pressure distribution with an allowance for dead and live surcharge loads at the ground surface, 
assuming “at rest” conditions.  The in situ ratio of horizontal to vertical earth pressures, Ko, may be greater than 
1.0 for the over-consolidated glacial soils present at the site.  However, during the excavation process for 
underground storage facilities structure construction, some stress relief is likely to take place resulting in 
significantly lower values of horizontal stress compared with the existing in situ conditions.  The stress relief may 
be offset over long-term conditions as the permanent structure is generally restrained against displacement.  
Therefore, for conceptual design of permanent structures, a lateral earth pressure coefficient of 0.5 is 
recommended for assessing lateral stresses acting on the underground storage facilities structure.  To determine 
the horizontal effective stresses, σ’h, acting on the walls, the following equations may be used:    
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Above groundwater level: σ’h = K (γ) (z) 

where  K = 0.5 

γ = Bulk unit weight (kN/m3) 

z = Depth below ground surface (m) 

Below groundwater level: σ’h = K (γ) (z) + K (γ’) (zw) 

where  K = 0.5 

γ’= Effective unit weight (kN/m3) 

γ = Bulk unit weight (kN/m3) 

z = Depth below ground surface to the groundwater level (m) 

zw = Depth below groundwater level (m) 

The walls of the UTS structure should be designed to resist the short term and long term groundwater pressures 
acting on the walls.  To determine the long term groundwater pressures acting on the permanent structures, the 
following equation should be used:  

σ’w = γw (zw) 

where  γw = 9.8 kN/m3 (unit weight of water) 

For conceptual design of the base slab or invert of the underground storage facilities structure, it is anticipated 
that the geotechnical vertical load resistance (i.e., “bearing capacity”) will not govern design since construction of 
the structure will result in a net unloading of the ground.  If conceptual design will involve initial structural design 
of the UTS structure base, it may be convenient to utilize “beam-on-elastic foundation” concepts, in which a 
spring constant is assigned to represent the soil response to loading.  In this case, spring constant values 
ranging between 20 MN/m3 and 30 MN/m3 may be used for the underground storage structure.  This range of 
values is provided based on considerations of the rigidity and thickness of walls and base slabs typically used for 
design of TTC cut and cover structures.  It should be noted that the spring constant and “beam-on-elastic” 
foundation approach is relatively crude and that the spring constants are not an intrinsic soil property.  Although 
these recommendations are suitable for conceptual design, potential soil-structure interaction must be reviewed 
and refined during later stages of design.   

The base of the underground storage structure is likely to be founded on very stiff to hard Upper Till (silty clay to 
sandy silt till) and/or dense to very dense granular soil layers interbedded within the Upper Till.           

Cohesive deposits are sensitive to disturbance due to construction traffic and wetting/drying cycles.  Therefore, a 
mudcoat consisting of lean concrete (approximately 75 mm to 100 mm thick) should be placed directly on 
exposed subgrades following geotechnical inspection of the subgrade.  The mudcoat is intended to provide 
surface protection to the subgrade while providing a working platform during construction.   

Settlement of the underground storage facilities structure will depend on the strength and stiffness of the 
underlying soil, the final structure design and construction sequence.  Settlement of the UTS structure should be 
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analyzed during subsequent design stages so that the settlement is compatible with the anticipated settlement of 
the adjoining twin tunnels.  Based on the proposed founding elevation for the underground storage facilities 
structure, a net unloading is anticipated and therefore, excessive settlement is unlikely.  However, the 
sequences of soil unloading and reloading will likely result in some small differential movements of the 
underground storage structure and connecting twin tunnels.  Such differential displacements will likely occur 
during the period of construction and should not present long-term settlement issues.   

 

7.2 Conceptual Foundation Design  
 

7.2.1 Ancillary Structures  
 

At the time of preparing this report, EEB No. 7 and EEB No. 8, approximately 10 m long by 6 m wide, were 
planned at the north end of the UTS structure at approximately Stations 8+180 and 8+380.  A fan room and 
ventilation shaft structures, approximately 22 m long and 20 m wide, were also proposed abutting the north end 
of the UTS at approximately Station 8+360.  Design details of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, a fan room and ventilation 
shaft and any other ancillary structures associated with the UTS facilities were not defined.  Based on the 
available subsurface information for the UTS area, shallow foundations are recommended to be founded on the 
dense to very dense Recent Granular Deposit and/or interbedded very stiff to hard cohesive soils within the 
Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC.  Shallow foundations should not be supported on the existing fill material 
without further subsurface investigation.  Typically, between 1 m and 5 m of fill is likely to be encountered across 
the UTS area.  In the area of the Bantry Avenue approach embankments, extensive fill and/or loose Recent 
Granular Deposit/ORMC may be encountered and therefore, deep foundations may be required.  The interpreted 
groundwater pressure level in the fill and the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC for the UTS area ranges from 
about elevation 196 m at the south end to about elevation 201 m at the north end or approximately 5 m to 8 m 
below the existing ground surface between Stations 7+680 and 8+400.   

For conceptual design, a factored geotechnical resistance at ULS for dense to very dense Recent Granular 
Deposit/ORMC would likely range between 300 kPa and 400 kPa for 2 m to 4 m wide spread footing foundations 
founded at least 1.2 m below ground surface.  For foundations supported on very stiff to hard interbedded 
cohesive soils (undisturbed) located within the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC factored resistances at ULS 
would likely range from about 200 kPa to 300 kPa for similar size footings founded at least 1.2 m below existing 
ground surface.  The equivalent geotechnical resistance at SLS for these shallow spread footing foundations 
would range from about 200 kPa to 300 kPa for footings founded on granular soils and 150 kPa to 200 kPa for 
footings founded on cohesive soils.    Where a raft foundation founded on native deposits below elevation 195 m 
is considered, a factored resistance at ULS and SLS of 300 kPa and 200 kPa, respectively, may be considered 
for foundation design. 

For ancillary structures that are located within areas of significant fill material (> 3 m) or where heavy loads are 
anticipated for ancillary structures that include heavily loaded foundations such as replacement bridge 
foundations that are intolerant of typical load and differential settlement magnitudes, deep foundations may be 
considered and these may include:  
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 Driven steel H-piles; and 

 Drilled cast-in-place concrete piles (i.e., drilled shafts or caissons). 

In selecting the type of foundation, consideration will need to be given to the methods of installation and special 
construction requirements (e.g., the use of temporary liners, construction through obstructions, control of 
groundwater pressures), as well as the geotechnical resistances at ULS and SLS including settlement 
performance characteristics.  The geotechnical resistances of deep foundations for ULS and SLS should be 
developed and refined when the design of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, the fan room and ventilation shaft structures 
and any other ancillary structures that are further defined.  However, for conceptual design purposes, ranges of 
geotechnical resistance values for deep foundations are provided below.  

The available subsurface information indicates that in the general area of the UTS, between 1 m and 5 m of fill 
may be encountered except in the area of the Bantry Avenue bridge approach embankments where between 
10 m and 11 m of fill may be encountered.  For deep foundation design, shaft resistance should be considered 
negligible in the fill and resistance for driven piles should be obtained from shaft resistance only.  For drilled 
shafts or caissons, the geotechnical resistance should be obtained from a combination of shaft and end bearing 
resistance.  For conceptual design, a factored axial resistance at ULS and SLS of 650 kN to 1,000 kN and 
500 kN to 800 kN, respectively for driven steel H-piles with a minimum length of about 15 m in native soil 
deposits (excluding 5 m to 10 m of fill) may be considered.  Table 2, below, provides a range of estimated axial 
resistance at SLS for two common drilled shaft or caisson diameters of varying lengths.  For the drilled shaft or 
caisson lengths and diameters provided below, factored ULS resistance values may be taken as approximately 
125 per cent of the SLS values for conceptual design purposes. 

Table 2: Axial Resistance of Drilled Shaft or Caisson Foundations at SLS for Conceptual Design 

Minimum Drilled Shaft or Caisson 
Length (m) in Native Soils 

Axial Resistance at SLS for Drilled Shaft or Caisson Diameter 
(kN) 

0.9 m 1.2 m 
10 800 to 1,000  1,000 to 1,250 
15 1,100 to 1,300  1,400 to 1,600 

 

The drilled shafts or caissons are assumed to be constructed through the fill into dense to very dense Recent 
Granular Deposit/ORMC and very stiff to hard Upper Till.  A higher vertical resistance capacity may be possible if 
full-scale load tests are carried out.  The above estimated capacities are based on the assumption that the drilled 
shaft or caisson base is cleaned prior to concreting and the concrete forming the drilled piles is placed using 
tremie methods and that temporary liners are used to prevent ingress of loose fill and granular materials.  To 
control the groundwater pressures and the Recent Granular Deposit, temporary support fluid may also be 
required for the construction of drilled shaft or caissons, particularly where such foundations may penetrate 
below groundwater levels.  

Geotechnical resistance of foundations to lateral loading has not been provided within this report since the need 
for significant lateral load resistance will depend on the configuration of EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, the fan room and 
ventilation shaft structures and any other ancillary structures.  Lateral load resistance values should be 
developed at such time that details of the ancillary structures are better defined.   
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7.3 Temporary Ground Support Systems  
 

7.3.1 Conceptual Design Considerations  
 

The selection of temporary ground support systems will require consideration of the anticipated excavation 
depth, temporary surcharges (live and dead loads) that may be acting immediately behind the temporary 
retaining wall, groundwater levels and tolerance of nearby facilities to ground displacements.  In some cases, 
decking for example, vertical loads may need to be supported by the temporary shoring system.  The main 
objective of the temporary ground support is to control the vertical and lateral ground movements induced from 
temporary excavations that may affect adjacent facilities including buildings and basements, buried utilities and 
paved areas.  For the construction of the UTS, secant piles (contiguous caisson) or concrete diaphragm walls 
(“slurry walls”) may be considered for the temporary excavation support.  Groundwater cut-off is likely to be 
achieved for the secant piles or concrete diaphragm walls.  While soldier piles with lagging may also be 
considered, an appropriate dewatering scheme is required to be in place for this option.  The dewatering scheme 
is likely to require a network of pumps, sumps and multi-stage eductors for dewatering layered deposits.  

Temporary support systems for deep excavations will require lateral supports at regular intervals.  Depending on 
the site and surrounding area constraints (e.g., basements, foundations, utilities and available easements), soil 
anchors or internal strut systems may be used.  A detailed assessment will be required to fully explore the 
temporary support options and develop design and construction criteria for the anticipated ground conditions at 
the UTS site.  

Excavations between depths of 20 m at the south end and 24 m at the north end are anticipated for construction 
of the UTS structure.  In the area of the Bantry Avenue approach embankments, excavations to a depth of about 
31 m is likely required.  Selection of the methods needs to take into consideration the relatively high groundwater 
pressures in the fill and Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC, as well as the potential for man-made obstructions in 
the fill and cobbles and boulders in the native soil deposits.   A suitably stiff system will need to be in place to 
ensure ground movement is limited while also minimizing ground loss in the Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC.  
Based on the available data, secant piles or concrete diaphragm walls (“slurry walls”) may be considered 
feasible temporary support options for the underground storage facilities structure.  Pre-bored soldier piles with 
lagging can also be considered provided that groundwater is adequately controlled prior to excavation.  

 

7.3.1.1 Continuous Concrete Walls 
 

Where stiff temporary support systems are required to control the ground movement, such as adjacent to 
existing bridge foundations, or where groundwater cut off is required, continuous concrete wall options such as 
secant piles (contiguous caissons) and diaphragm walls may be considered.  Continuous concrete walls are 
typically more costly compared with flexible wall systems (e.g., soldier piles with lagging).  In general, concrete 
diaphragm walls (“slurry walls”) are seldom used in the Toronto area because substantial working areas are 
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required for the management of construction fluids (slurry) and specialized equipment is required that is not 
readily available in the Toronto area.  

At the UTS site, groundwater pressure levels in the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC are between approximately 
13.5 m at the south end and 16 m at the north end above the excavation base and between about 7 m (south 
end) and 9 m (north end) above the excavation base in the Upper Granular Deposit.  The excavation base is 
likely to be founded in the Upper Till Deposit.  The available data indicate that the thickness of the Upper Till 
Deposit below the excavation base may be 3 m or less in the southern end of the UTS facility.  Insufficient 
information is available to adequately assess the potential thickness of cohesive Upper Till soils that may exist 
below the UTS excavation bottom, though supplementary borehole 128 indicates that the Upper Till thickness 
increases northward.  While the records of two wells in the area (6906180 and 6902908) indicate that the 
cohesive soils may exist to well below the base of the excavation, the classification information from these 
records is not considered suitably reliable and, for conceptual design, the conditions identified by supplementary 
borehole 126 should be considered more representative of subsurface conditions.  

The cohesive layers below the excavation base may not be sufficiently thick to resist groundwater pressures in 
the underlying Upper Granular Deposit that may exist below the excavation base.  Therefore, dewatering 
systems will likely be needed to depressurise these soils to avoid uplift failure of the excavations.  For 
conceptual design of the UTS, it would be prudent to consider the need for depressurization of the Upper 
Granular Deposit for the construction of the UTS structure.  Enclosing the excavations with continuous wall 
systems that penetrate to well below the excavation base, supplemented with internal dewatering or water 
pressure relief systems, may be necessary for this project pending additional subsurface investigations and 
evaluation of the necessary groundwater extraction rates to achieve sufficient pressure relief in the Upper 
Granular Deposit.  

 

7.3.1.2 Soldier Piles with Lagging  
 

Soldier piles with lagging excavation support is typically constructed by installing the soldier piles first within 
pre-bored holes, followed by installing lagging boards concurrent with the excavation progress.  While the 
ground loss is likely to be minimal in the till deposits, some localized ground loss may be anticipated during the 
lagging installation in the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC, particularly in the silty sand and sand layers.  This 
option should only be considered where an appropriate dewatering scheme is in place.  It should be noted that 
the soldier piles and lagging walls are a more flexible support system compared with secant piles or continuous 
concrete diaphragm walls.  Soldier piles and lagging with dewatering is typically considered suitable where 
ground movements are permitted to some degree; i.e., where sensitive structures or utilities are not located 
adjacent to the planned excavation.  For areas where control of ground movement is critical, a secant pile or 
concrete diaphragm wall system should be considered.  
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7.3.2 Lateral Earth Pressures 
 

Preliminary assessment of the lateral pressures acting on the temporary support system may be estimated using 
the soil parameters outlined in Table I.  The design of the shoring system is required to account for horizontal 
earth pressures including lateral loads induced by surcharges (live and dead loads) and other external loads 
acting behind the wall, as well as pressures induced by groundwater.  The actual lateral pressure distribution 
behind the temporary support system will depend on the final design (e.g., type of horizontal support, number of 
support levels, elevations and inclination angles of supports).  

For flexible wall systems such as soldier piles with lagging, the apparent distribution of lateral pressure is likely to 
take on a trapezoidal shape.  The lateral pressure distribution for secant piles or concrete diaphragm walls may 
be similar to a conventional active earth pressure distribution.  Figures 16 and 17 provide preliminary pressure 
distributions suitable for assessing temporary support requirements.  

Requirements for shoring systems should be developed following additional investigations and further 
development of the conceptual design of the UTS facilities.  Design and specification of the selected shoring 
system is likely to be an iterative process considering interaction of lateral pressures, horizontal supports 
(e.g., struts or tie-backs), permissible ground displacements, groundwater control and the requirements for the 
permanent structure design.  The maximum passive factored resistance, Pp(f), that may be mobilized at any 
depth in front of the embedded section of temporary support systems may be estimated using the following 
equations:  

For individual soldier piles embedded within granular deposits:  

Portion above groundwater level:  Pp(f) = Ф [3Kp γzB] 

Portion below groundwater level:  Pp(f) = Ф [3KpB (γDw + (γ-γw) (z-Dw))] 

where Pp(f) = Factored resistance at any depth below base of excavation (kN/m) 

Ф = Resistance factor 
Ф = 0.6 for Limit States Design 
Ф = 0.5 for Working Stress Design 

γ = Bulk unit weight of soil (as provided in Table I) (kN/m3) 

γw = Unit weight of water = 9.8 kN/m3 

B = Socket diameter, assumed to be < 1/3 pile centre-to-centre spacing (m) 

Dw = Depth of groundwater below excavation base (m) 

z = Depth below the base of excavation (m) 

Kp = Coefficient of passive pressure (as provided in Table I)  

Where localized dewatering is required to maintain a dry working area at base slab elevation, the groundwater 
level below the excavation base, Dw, should be assumed to equal zero for design purposes.   
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For individual soldier piles embedded within cohesive soils: 

Pp(f) = Ф 3B[γz+2Su] 

where Pp(f) = Factored resistance at any depth below base of excavation (kN/m) 

Ф = Resistance factor 
Ф = 0.6 for Limit States Design 
Ф = 0.5 for Working Stress Design 

γ = Bulk unit weight of soil (as provided in Table I) (kN/m3) 

B = Socket diameter, assumed to be < 1/3 pile centre-to-centre spacing (m) 

z = Depth below the base of excavation (m) 

Su = Undrained shear strength (as provided in Table I) (kPa) 

Similarly, passive resistance, Pp(f), for a continuous wall can be calculated using the following equations:  

For continuous walls embedded in granular deposits: 

Portion above groundwater level:  Pp(f) = Ф [Kp γz] 

Portion below groundwater level: Pp(f) = Ф Kp [γDw + (γ-γw) (z-Dw)] 

Where Pp(f) = Factored resistance at any depth below base of excavation (kN/m2) 

Ф = Resistance factor 
Ф = 0.6 for Limit States Design 
Ф = 0.5 for Working Stress Design 

γ = Bulk unit weight of soil (as provided in Table I) (kN/m3) 

γw = Unit weight of water = 9.8 kN/m3 

Dw = Depth of groundwater below excavation base (m) 

z = Depth below the base of excavation (m) 

Kp = Coefficient of passive pressure (as provided in Table I) 

Where localized dewatering is required to maintain a dry working area at base slab elevation, the groundwater 
level below the excavation base, Dw should be assumed to be zero for design purposes.   

For continuous walls embedded in cohesive soils: 

Pp(f) = Ф [γz + 2Su] 

where Pp(f) = Factored resistance at any depth below base of excavation (kN/m) 
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Ф = Resistance factor 
Ф = 0.6 for Limit States Design 
Ф = 0.5 for Working Stress Design 

γ = Bulk unit weight of soil (as provided in Table I) (kN/m3) 

z = Depth below the base of excavation (m) 

Su = Undrained shear strength (as provided in Table I) (kPa) 

In the vicinity of Bantry Avenue, different support systems may be required to avoid obstructions due to existing 
deep foundations located adjacent to the temporary works.  

While the generalized equations provided above may be useful for conceptual design purposes, control of 
groundwater pressures will have a significant influence on the passive pressures that could be achieved.  
A detailed evaluation of passive pressure resistance available for wall support will have to be made during 
subsequent stages of design in order to adequately account for planned dewatering system details.  

 

7.3.3 Soil Anchors 
 

In place of horizontal supports or struts, soil anchors may be used to provide unrestricted access to the 
excavation areas.  Soil anchors are generally designed by specialist Contractors, who will supply, install and 
undertake appropriate tests to confirm the soil anchors meet the temporary works design criteria.  The design 
criteria will need to include design loads, minimum factors of safety, deflection limits, design life of soil anchors, 
proof testing requirements and de-commissioning requirements.  

Use of anchors can prove advantageous in situations where unrestricted access to the excavation is desirable.  
Further, in some cases, anchors can be more cost effective than struts when the struts can not be re-used or 
where the excavation is of such width that intermediate strut supports would otherwise be required. 

For anchors to be used, sufficient temporary construction easements will be necessary.  Typically, anchors 
extend perpendicularly from the line of the excavation a distance equal to about 1.5 to 2 times the excavation 
depth.  Although after construction the anchors will no longer be needed, the grouted steel cables or rods will 
remain in the ground.  Planning for easements will need to consider these short-term and long-term issues. 

The design of soil anchors is dependent on the ground conditions in which the anchors will be installed.  For the 
underground storage facilities structure, soils anchors may be required to be constructed through extensive fill 
material, Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC and the Upper Till.  In areas where anchors are required to be 
installed through fill material, further consideration should be given as to the likely increased ground and 
excavation support movements compared to systems supported with anchors installed in the native deposits.  
Fill materials are not well-suited for providing capacity (bond zone) though past TTC construction projects have 
made use of temporary anchors installed in fill materials, albeit it with more significant ground and excavation 
support displacements (e.g., east cut and cover structure on the Sheppard Subway).   
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Groundwater conditions at the time of anchor installation will also be critical to successful use of anchors.  
In general, the anchor head elevation should be above the groundwater pressure elevation when drilling through 
granular soils to avoid ground loss during drilling.  Unless dewatering is carried out, this issue may affect the use 
of anchors below approximately elevation 196 m at the south end to elevation 204 m at the north end for the 
UTS structure.  

 

7.3.4 Open Cut Slopes 
 

Where there is sufficient working area and the excavation depth is relatively shallow, open cut excavations may 
be considered.  In areas where space is restricted and groundwater levels are relatively high, temporary 
supports are required for excavation.  Based on the ground conditions identified in the existing borehole and well 
records for Richmond Hill Centre Station and UTS, temporary excavations may be made with side slopes of 
1 horizontal to 1 vertical (1H:1V) in cohesive soils above groundwater levels.  For open excavations in the fill and 
Recent Granular Deposit//ORMC above groundwater levels, side slopes of 1.5H:1V may be considered.  

Surface groundwater and seepage from water within permeable zones of fill or granular soils will need to be 
managed to prevent surface erosion.  Maintenance of slopes and provisions for localized groundwater control 
are recommended to ensure slope stability is maintained throughout temporary works.  

 

7.4 Dewatering 
 

Dewatering will likely be required to temporarily reduce the groundwater levels in the upper and lower aquifers 
for the construction of the UTS structure.  The groundwater profiles presented on Figures 3S and 3B may be 
used for conceptual design to assess the groundwater conditions and potential dewatering requirements.  
It should be noted that the groundwater conditions have been interpreted based on limited groundwater data 
available for the UTS area; therefore, groundwater monitoring data for the Richmond Hill Centre Station site has 
been utilized for conceptual design.  It is expected that further subsurface investigations will be undertaken at 
appropriate stages of the project to further assess the soil and groundwater conditions at the site for detail 
design and construction of the UTS structure, EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8, the fan room and ventilation shaft 
structures, as well as any other ancillary structures. 

Based on the available subsurface investigation information, the hydraulic conductivity of the saturated granular 
soils within the Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC is anticipated to up to about 2 x10-4 m/sec.  Given an 
approximate saturated aquifer thickness of about 5 m, the representative transmissivity of the unconfined aquifer 
within the Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC in the vicinity of the UTS site is anticipated to be approximately 
90 m2/day.  Assuming an aquifer thickness of 15 to 20 metres, the transmissivity of the Upper Granular Deposit 
is expected to be approximately 260 m2/day to 350 m2/day. 

 



 

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION 
UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE 
GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 

 

November 2011 
Updated December 2013 
Report No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07 34  

 

The Theis analytical solution was used to estimate the theoretical radius of influence of the proposed dewatering 
systems, as follows: 

𝑠(𝑟, 𝑡) =
𝑄

4𝜋𝑇
𝑊 �

𝑟2𝑆
4𝑇𝑡

� 

where  𝑠(𝑟, 𝑡) = Drawdown at radial distance (r) and time (t) after the start of pumping 

Q = Pumping rate required per dewatering source to achieve the required  
drawdown (m3/day) 

 T = Aquifer transmissivity (m2/day) 
 S = Aquifer storativity (0.1 – assumed for unconfined aquifer conditions,  

10-4 assumed for confined aquifer conditions) 

 W = Theis well function 

It is assumed that steady state conditions will be achieved after approximately 50 days of pumping.  The 
steady-state groundwater inflow rates to the excavations were calculated using standard analytical solutions for 
construction dewatering as provided in Powers (2007)3.   

 

7.4.1 Underground Train Storage Structure 
 

Excavations ranging from depths of about 20 m at the south end to about 24 m at the north end are likely 
required for construction of the UTS structure.  Locally, at Bantry Avenue, excavations to a depth of up to 31 m 
below the road embankment surface may be required.  Excavation in this area may include sloping cuts through 
the embankment fill as well as supported excavations depending on the design options associated with the 
Bantry Avenue bridge.  The base of the underground storage structure is at about elevation 182.5 m at the south 
end and about elevation 185 m at the north end.  The groundwater pressure level in the upper aquifer varies 
between elevation 196 m at the south end and about elevation 201 m at the north end.  The groundwater 
pressure level in the lower aquifer is inferred to rise gradually from about elevation 189 m, near the south end of 
the UTS to about elevation 194 m near the north end of the UTS.  

The available information indicates that dewatering for the UTS structure could consist of multi stage eductors, 
localized vacuum well points and potentially, deep wells to address overall groundwater drawdown and 
depressurization requirements.  In addition, conventional sump pits and pumps will be needed to control 
seepage from within the Recent Granular Deposits/ORMC and the Upper Granular Deposit.  Within the Recent 
Granular Deposits/ORMC, interbedded cohesive layers may also be found.  Dewatering of the last 0.5 m to 1 m 
of granular soils immediately above the interbedded cohesive layers or above the interface with the underlying 
Upper Till will be difficult and the eductor systems will likely need to be supplemented with conventional sump 
pits and pumps and localized use of vacuum and well points.  Using the Theis analytical solution as described 

                                                      
3 Powers, J.P., Corwin, A.B., Schmall, P.C. and Kaeck, W.E., Construction Dewatering and Groundwater Control, New Methods and Applications, Third Edition, John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
2007. 
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above, the theoretical radius of influence for the dewatering system is anticipated to be approximately 200 m in 
the unconfined aquifer within the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC.  

Based on the available subsurface and groundwater information groundwater pressure levels in the Upper 
Granular Deposit will likely need to be lowered by about 7 m to prevent hydraulic uplift failure of the excavation 
base.  Lowering of the groundwater pressure level will likely require use of multi-stage eductors supplemented 
with deep wells at relatively close spacing.  The theoretical radius of influence may be on the order of 5,000 m in 
the confined Upper Granular Deposit.   

Based on available subsurface investigation information, the steady-state groundwater inflow rate for the 
dewatering system for the UTS area is anticipated to range between approximately 3,300 m3/day and 
4,000 m3/day, corresponding to a pumping rate of about 2,300 L/min to about 2,800 L/min over a 24 hour period.  
During the initial dewatering period, the discharge rate from the dewatering system will be greater that the 
steady-state rate, due to the volume of water being removed from storage in the overburden aquifer.  
The dewatering system should be designed and sized accordingly.  

Depending on the results of further subsurface investigations and evaluation, it may be necessary to utilize 
continuous walls with internal dewatering systems in the UTS area to limit dewatering flow rates.  If a cut-off wall 
is installed to a depth sufficient to penetrate at least 50 per cent of the confined Upper Granular Deposit, the 
dewatering flow rates may be reduced to less than 2,500 m3/day.  The above estimated discharge rates with or 
without installation of continuous walls within the Upper Granular Deposit to a depth sufficient to penetrate at 
least 50 per cent of the aquifer is based on dewatering systems for the a typical 150 m long section of the UTS 
structure and is largely based on the subsurface conditions encountered for the Richmond Hill Centre Station 
area and the supplementary boreholes 126 and 128.  The above estimated discharge rates excludes cumulative 
impact associated with combined dewatering systems for the entire UTS structure and the adjacent 
Richmond Hill Centre Station.  

  

7.4.2 Ancillary Structures   
 

Dewatering for construction of the EEB No. 7, EEB No. 8 and the fan room and ventilation shaft structures are 
likely required.  However, the need for dewatering for ancillary structures should be examined pending further 
investigation and definition of the ancillary structures concept.  

 

7.5 Backfilling 
 

Backfill around and over the UTS structure should consist of well compacted engineered fill, that is free from 
topsoil or other organic matter, construction rubble and particle sizes greater than 150 mm.  The specific 
properties of the backfill material will vary depending on the structure, surrounding ground conditions and the 
performance criteria of the fill.  Generally, it is recommended that the grain size distribution and plasticity of the 
backfill around or over the structures be similar to that of the surrounding ground.  This is particularly of concern 
where excavations are made into or through cohesive soils.  Granular soils, if used for backfill in such conditions, 
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are likely to become saturated over time and may build up groundwater around the structure, promoting leakage 
into the permanent structure unless the backfill is provided with drains to water management facilities at lower 
elevations.  

In general, it is considered that the native deposits from the site will likely be suitable for use as backfill material 
provided the material is sorted, conditioned or protected to maintain water contents within an appropriate range 
and compacted and placed in accordance with the typical TTC earthwork and backfill specifications.  The 
existing fill materials should not be considered for re-use unless future investigations determine that the physical 
and environmental chemistry qualities are sufficiently known to justify re-use.  

For selected areas, imported granular fill may be required.  Imported granular fill materials are generally used for 
utility bedding and backfill, as road base and subbase, for foundation subgrades, and as backfill behind retaining 
walls.  
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8.0 GROUND MOVEMENT 
 

8.1 Deep Excavation Induced Ground Movements 
 

Deep excavations will result in movement of the surrounding ground.  Maximum ground movements will 
generally occur immediately behind the excavation perimeter, reducing with increasing distance from the 
excavation area.  Excavation-induced ground movement is likely to be reduced to nominal values at distances 
ranging from about equal to the excavation depth to two times the excavation depth, depending on the ground 
conditions and magnitude of displacements.  For construction of the UTS facilities, where the excavation is 
mainly through dense to very dense Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC and very stiff to hard Upper Till, ground 
movements are anticipated to attenuate to negligible values (i.e., less than 5 mm) at a distance of about 20 m 
from the excavation perimeter.  In areas where the excavation is through loose to compact Recent Granular 
Deposit/ORMC, larger ground movements are likely to be observed.  

For excavations with relatively flexible temporary support systems such as soldier piles with lagging, the 
maximum vertical and lateral ground displacement is typically about 0.2 per cent of the excavation depth.  In 
areas of extensive fill or loose Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC, the magnitude of ground displacements may be 
on the order of 1 per cent of the excavation depth for conventional soldier pile and lagging excavation support 
with internal horizontal supports or ground anchors.  For stiffer temporary support systems, such as secant pile 
walls, ground displacements are likely to be reduced to about half the magnitude associated with soldier pile with 
lagging.  Actual ground displacements are dependent on the design, construction techniques including 
dewatering measures utilized and workmanship, as well as the final construction sequence.  

In accordance with the TTC Design Manual, a detailed assessment will be required for structures and utilities 
that are located within the “zone of influence of ground displacements” to ensure the cut and cover construction 
will not adversely affect nearby existing facilities.  A detailed review of the surrounding site use and the existing 
facilities will need to be undertaken to identify their tolerances of ground displacements.  

 

8.2 Instrumentation and Movement Monitoring  
 

Monitoring is required to assess the effects of each stage of construction on existing facilities.  
An instrumentation and monitoring program will need to be undertaken based on the facilities identified within the 
zone of influence.  The objectives of the instrumentation and monitoring program are as follows:  

 Monitor displacements of the ground, existing structures, infrastructure and utilities for comparison to 
design estimates;   

 Compare vibration and noise levels to confirm that these are within required limits;  

 Compare displacement performance of the monitored structures in relation to construction activities;  

 Monitor temporary dewatering activities in comparison with Permit to Take Water regulations; and   
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 Monitor Contractor’s compliance with the requirements of the construction contract.   

Baseline readings of groundwater levels, building and utility elevations, and structure and utility condition 
surveys should be completed prior to construction activities taking place.      

In principle, it is recommended that the Contractor be responsible for the supply and installation of all 
instrumentation, as well as undertaking monitoring throughout the construction period for controlling construction 
means and methods.  The Contractor should also be responsible for planning and conducting all construction 
work in a manner such that ground movement, groundwater lowering, and structural displacement are 
maintained within clearly specified limits, and, where necessary, undertaking corrective action.  For Quality 
Assurance purposes, independent readings should be taken and interpreted at regular and frequent intervals by 
a representative appointed by the TTC.   
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9.0 MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSAL OF SOIL AND GROUNDWATER 
 

Excess material derived from the cut and cover construction work should generally be managed through the 
following categories:  

1) Re-use of existing site material that meet the earthwork specifications as structural backfill, general backfill 
and landscaping material, where appropriate;  

2) Transport of excess materials, that are deemed environmentally compliant, to a suitable facility for use as 
general fill at a land-based site or to recycling facilities; or   

3) Disposal as waste for excess material that cannot be accepted in Categories 1 and 2. 

Following further geotechnical and geo-environmental subsurface investigations and monitoring and 
development of the UTS facilities design, a provisional estimate of the likely volume of excess material that might 
be classified under each of the above three categories should be carried out. 

An earthwork specification for the planned project will need to be prepared to outline the roles, responsibilities, 
procedures and acceptance criteria for materials management during construction.  The Contractor would be 
typically responsible for the identification, segregation, handling (including stockpiling and transporting) and 
disposal of excess material that is not considered to be re-usable on-site as fill. 

The Contractor should be also be required to manage groundwater and surface water throughout construction in 
compliance with all the latest and applicable regulations, laws and guidelines for the disposal of excess soil and 
groundwater. 
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10.0 FUTURE SUBSURFACE EXPLORATIONS AND TESTING 
 

During subsequent stages of design and planning, additional subsurface information will be required.  Based on 
the available information and conceptual design, additional subsurface explorations and testing should focus on 
the following key issues:  

 The extent, continuity and grain size distribution characteristics of the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC 
between elevation 195 m and 205 m should be explored in more detail across the entire UTS site;   

 Groundwater pressures within the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC and Upper Granular Deposit should be 
better defined between Stations 7+680 and 8+400;  

 The extent, continuity and permeability of the Upper Granular Deposit should be investigated using 
multiple boreholes with observation wells and a minimum of three long-term pumping tests with at least 
four boreholes located within each section of the underground storage facilities structure extended to 
approximately elevation 165 m during the next phase of investigation; and  

 The vertical extent and continuity of the Upper Till (silty clay to sandy silt till) should be explored in detail 
between approximately Stations 7+680 and 8+400 to better understand the potential resistance to hydraulic 
uplift pressures acting on the excavation base and UTS structure.   

In particular, at least two future deep boreholes completed in the proposed UTS area should be provided with at 
least three multiple vibrating wire piezometers in each borehole, with these located between approximately 
elevation 165 m and 195 m.  These piezometers should be sealed within the Recent Granular Deposit/ORMC, 
the Upper Till and the Upper Granular Deposit to better define the pore water pressure profile in the excavation 
area.   

All future explorations and testing should be carried out in accordance with the TTC standards.  Further, 
because of the importance of groundwater control issues for this UTS project and possible re-use of native soil 
deposits for earthworks, it is recommended that every soil sample be subjected to laboratory grain size 
distribution tests, in addition to selected cohesive soil samples being subjected to Atterberg limits testing.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND LIMITATIONS 
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Standard of Care:  Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder) has prepared this report in a manner consistent with 
that level of care and skill ordinarily exercised by members of the engineering and science professions 
currently practising under similar conditions in the jurisdiction in which the services are provided, subject 
to the time limits and physical constraints applicable to this report.  No other warranty, expressed or 
implied is made. 

Basis and Use of the Report:  This report has been prepared for the specific site, design objective, 
development and purpose described to Golder by the Client.  The factual data, interpretations and 
recommendations pertain to a specific project as described in this report and are not applicable to any other 
project or site location.  Any change of site conditions, purpose, development plans or if the project is not 
initiated within eighteen months of the date of the report may alter the validity of the report.  Golder can 
not be responsible for use of this report, or portions thereof, unless Golder is requested to review and, if 
necessary, revise the report. 

The information, recommendations and opinions expressed in this report are for the sole benefit of the 
Client.  No other party may use or rely on this report or any portion thereof without Golder’s express 
written consent.  If the report was prepared to be included for a specific permit application process, then 
upon the reasonable request of the client, Golder may authorize in writing the use of this report by the 
regulatory agency as an Approved User for the specific and identified purpose of the applicable permit 
review process.  Any other use of this report by others is prohibited and is without responsibility to Golder.  
The report, all plans, data, drawings and other documents as well as all electronic media prepared by 
Golder are considered its professional work product and shall remain the copyright property of Golder, who 
authorizes only the Client and Approved Users to make copies of the report, but only in such quantities as 
are reasonably necessary for the use of the report by those parties.  The Client and Approved Users may not 
give, lend, sell, or otherwise make available the report or any portion thereof to any other party without the 
express written permission of Golder.  The Client acknowledges that electronic media is susceptible to 
unauthorized modification, deterioration and incompatibility and therefore the Client can not rely upon the 
electronic media versions of Golder’s report or other work products. 

The report is of a summary nature and is not intended to stand alone without reference to the instructions 
given to Golder by the Client, communications between Golder and the Client, and to any other reports 
prepared by Golder for the Client relative to the specific site described in the report.  In order to properly 
understand the suggestions, recommendations and opinions expressed in this report, reference must be 
made to the whole of the report.  Golder can not be responsible for use of portions of the report without 
reference to the entire report.   

Unless otherwise stated, the suggestions, recommendations and opinions given in this report are intended 
only for the guidance of the Client in the design of the specific project.  The extent and detail of 
investigations, including the number of test holes, necessary to determine all of the relevant conditions 
which may affect construction costs would normally be greater than has been carried out for design 
purposes.  Contractors bidding on, or undertaking the work, should rely on their own investigations, as well 
as their own interpretations of the factual data presented in the report, as to how subsurface conditions may 
affect their work, including but not limited to proposed construction techniques, schedule, safety and 
equipment capabilities. 

Soil, Rock and Groundwater Conditions:  Classification and identification of soils, rocks, and 
geologic units have been based on commonly accepted methods employed in the practice of geotechnical 
engineering and related disciplines.  Classification and identification of the type and condition of these 
materials or units involves judgment, and boundaries between different soil, rock or geologic types or units 
may be transitional rather than abrupt.  Accordingly, Golder does not warrant or guarantee the exactness of 
the descriptions. 
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Special risks occur whenever engineering or related disciplines are applied to identify subsurface 
conditions and even a comprehensive investigation, sampling and testing program may fail to detect all or 
certain subsurface conditions.  The environmental, geologic, geotechnical, geochemical and hydrogeologic 
conditions that Golder interprets to exist between and beyond sampling points may differ from those that 
actually exist.  In addition to soil variability, fill of variable physical and chemical composition can be 
present over portions of the site or on adjacent properties.  The professional services retained for this 
project include only the geotechnical aspects of the subsurface conditions at the site, unless otherwise 
specifically stated and identified in the report. The presence or implication(s) of possible surface and/or 
subsurface contamination resulting from previous activities or uses of the site and/or resulting from the 
introduction onto the site of materials from off-site sources are outside the terms of reference for this 
project and have not been investigated or addressed. 

Soil and groundwater conditions shown in the factual data and described in the report are the observed 
conditions at the time of their determination or measurement.  Unless otherwise noted, those conditions 
form the basis of the recommendations in the report.  Groundwater conditions may vary between and 
beyond reported locations and can be affected by annual, seasonal and meteorological conditions.  The 
condition of the soil, rock and groundwater may be significantly altered by construction activities (traffic, 
excavation, groundwater level lowering, pile driving, blasting, etc.) on the site or on adjacent sites.  
Excavation may expose the soils to changes due to wetting, drying or frost.  Unless otherwise indicated the 
soil must be protected from these changes during construction.  

Sample Disposal:  Golder will dispose of all uncontaminated soil and/or rock samples 90 days following 
issue of this report or, upon written request of the Client, will store uncontaminated samples and materials 
at the Client’s expense.   In the event that actual contaminated soils, fills or groundwater are encountered or 
are inferred to be present, all contaminated samples shall remain the property and responsibility of the 
Client for proper disposal. 

Follow-Up and Construction Services:  All details of the design were not known at the time of 
submission of Golder’s report.  Golder should be retained to review the final design, project plans and 
documents prior to construction, to confirm that they are consistent with the intent of Golder’s report.   

During construction, Golder should be retained to perform sufficient and timely observations of 
encountered conditions to confirm and document that the subsurface conditions do not materially differ 
from those interpreted conditions considered in the preparation of Golder’s report and to confirm and 
document that construction activities do not adversely affect the suggestions, recommendations and 
opinions contained in Golder’s report.  Adequate field review, observation and testing during construction 
are necessary for Golder to be able to provide letters of assurance, in accordance with the requirements of 
many regulatory authorities.  In cases where this recommendation is not followed, Golder’s responsibility 
is limited to interpreting accurately the information encountered at the borehole locations, at the time of 
their initial determination or measurement during the preparation of the Report. 
 
Changed Conditions and Drainage:  Where conditions encountered at the site differ significantly 
from those anticipated in this report, either due to natural variability of subsurface conditions or 
construction activities, it is a condition of this report that Golder be notified of any changes and be provided 
with an opportunity to review or revise the recommendations within this report.  Recognition of changed 
soil and rock conditions requires experience and it is recommended that Golder be employed to visit the 
site with sufficient frequency to detect if conditions have changed significantly. 
 
Drainage of subsurface water is commonly required either for temporary or permanent installations for the 
project.  Improper design or construction of drainage or dewatering can have serious consequences.  Golder 
takes no responsibility for the effects of drainage unless specifically involved in the detailed design and 
construction monitoring of the system. 
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TABLE I  
 

SUMMARY OF PRELIMINARY SOIL PARAMETERS  
 

Underground Train Storage   
Yonge Subway Extension  

Regional Municipality of York, Ontario 
 

LOCATION STRATUM 
BULK UNIT 
WEIGHT, γ 

(kN/m3)  

UNDRAINED SHEAR 
STRENGTH, Su 

(kPa) 

EFFECTIVE 
ANGLE OF 

FRICTION φ, 
(degrees) 

COEFFICIENT 
OF ACTIVE 

EARTH 
PRESSURE KA 

COEFFICIENT 
OF PASSIVE 

EARTH 
PRESSURE KP 

Underground Train 
Storage  

STA. 7+600 to  
STA. 8+400   

Fill                                              
(Type 1) 19.5 to 20.0 30 to 60 26 to 28 0.39 to 0.36 2.6 to 2.8 

Recent Granular deposits 
(Types 6, 7 and 12) 19.5 to 21.0 - 33 to 38 0.29 to 0.24 3.4 to 4.2 

Upper Till Deposit                             
(Types 11 and 12)  21.0 to 22.0 150 to 250 33 to 35 0.29 to 0.27 3.4 to 3.7 

 
 
 
 
NOTES: 1. Table to be read in conjunction with Golder report titled “Geotechnical Report for Conceptual Design, Yonge Subway Extension, 

Underground Train Storage, Regional Municipality of York, Ontario”, Report No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07, dated November 2011, 
Updated December 2013. 

 

Prepared By: MSWL 
Checked By: SJB 
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REFERENCE
DRAWING BASED ON CANMAP STREETFILES V2005.4.

NOTES

LEGEND
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SITE

KEY PLAN AND BOREHOLE LOCATION PLAN

UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE

FIGURE 2

REFERENCE
NOTES

LEGEND

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION PROJECT LIMITS

BOREHOLE (GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., 2009 & 2013)

BOREHOLE OR WELL

(FROM YORK-PEEL-DURHAM-TORONTO-CONSERVATIN AUTHORITIES

MORAINE COALITION [YPDT - CAMC] DATABASE RECORDS:

REVIEWED NOVEMBER 2008)

BOREHOLE (SPL CONSULTANTS LTD., 2010)

KEY PLAN

1) THIS DRAWING IS SCHEMATIC ONLY AND IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT

TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION,

UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO"; Report No.

09-1111-6091-3000-R07, dATED nOVEMBER 2011, UPDATED dECEMBER 2013.

CANMAP STREETFILES V2005.4.

1)  BASE PLAN AND ALIGNMENT PROVIDED IN DIGITAL

FORMAT BY McCORMICK RANKIN CORPORATION,

HATCH MOTT MACDONALD, YSE TRACK WORK

ALIGNMENT, PLAN AND PROFILE DATED FEBRUARY

28, 2011. THE PROFILES ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE

SHOWN FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY.

2)

2) ALL LOCATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE.

3)SIZE OF BUILDINGS ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY.

GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION

UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO

BOREHOLE (SOIL PROBE LTD., 1997)



FIGURE 3A

INTERPRETED STRATIGRAPHIC PROFILE

UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE

STA. 7+200 to STA. 7+850

0

SCALE
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VERTICAL 1:250 METRES
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SCALE
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HORIZONTAL 1:500 METRES
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WATER LEVEL IN VIBRATING WIRE PIEZOMETER/

OBSERVATION WELL INSTALLED IN NATIVE  SOILS

WATER LEVEL DATE

BOREHOLE LABEL

1. BASE PLAN AND ALIGNMENT PROVIDED IN DIGITAL FORMAT BY McCORMICK RANKIN CORPORATION, HATCH MOTT MACDONALD, YONGE STREET

EXTENSION TRACK WORK ALIGNMENT, PLAN AND PROFILE DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 AND FEBRUARY 28, 2011. THE PROFILES ARE APPROXIMATE AND

ARE SHOWN FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY

2. GEOLOGIC PROFILE DATABASE AS PROVIDED BY YORK-PEEL-DURHAM-TORONTO-CONSERVATION AUTHORITIES MORAINE COALITION [YPDT - CAMC].

3. INTERPRETED GROUNDWATER LEVEL PROFILE BASED ON GROUNDWATER LEVEL DATA PROVIDED ON RECORD OF BOREHOLE SHEETS PREPARED FOR

OR BY GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., SPL CONSULTANTS LTD., SOIL PROBE LTD., AND MTO.

GENERAL LEGEND:

INTERPRETED MAJOR DEPOSIT BOUNDARY

INTERPRETED GROUNDWATER LEVEL

REFERENCES:

BOREHOLE MATERIAL SYMBOLS:

FILL

ORGANICS

SAND AND GRAVEL/

GRAVELLY SAND

SAND

SILTY SAND

SANDY SILT/
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SILT

NOTES:

1.
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MULTIPLE VIBRATING WIRE
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CLAYEY SILT

CLAY/SILTY CLAY

SILTY CLAY TILL /
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2.
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THIS FIGURE SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE GOLDER REPORT TITLED  "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN, YOUNG SUBWAY

EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO", REPORT No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07, DATED NOVEMBER 2011,

UPDATED DECEMBER 2013..

THE CHARACTERISTICS AND VARIABILITY ANTICIPATED WITHIN THE MAJOR SOIL DEPOSITS ARE DESCRIBED IN THE TEXT OF THIS REPORT. SIGNIFICANT

LAYERS, INTERLAYERS AND LENSES WITHIN THE MAJOR DEPOSITS ILLUSTRATED ARE INTERPRETED FROM THE BOREHOLE RECORDS. THE BOUNDARIES

ILLUSTRATED ARE INTENDED TO HIGHLIGHT THE VARIABILITY WITHIN THE DEPOSITS, WHICH EXHIBIT GRADUAL TRANSITIONS FROM ONE SOIL TYPE TO

ANOTHER.  IN ADDITION, LENSES AND INTERLAYERS NOT DETECTED BY THE SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION WILL BE PRESENT BETWEEN BOREHOLES.

THIS INTERPRETED STRATIGRAPHY FIGURE IS A SIMPLIFICATION OF SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS BASED ON GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., SPL CONSULTANTS LTD.,

SOIL PROBE LTD., AND MTO BOREHOLES. DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF THE CONDITIONS ENCOUNTERED AT THE BOREHOLE LOCATIONS ARE FOUND ON THE

RECORDS OF BOREHOLES CONTAINED IN THE GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION  REPORTS LISTED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT REFERENCED ABOVE.

THIS FIGURE IS PREPARED FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY.

BOREHOLE WIDTH IN PROFILE IS NOT TO SCALE.

PROFILES EXTEND IN ORDER OF INCREASING STATIONING ALONG THE CENTRE LINE OF THE YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION ALIGNMENT.

STRUCTURES AND YONGE SUBWAY LINE EXTENSION OUTLINES ARE SHOWN FOR GENERAL ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY

INDICATE EXTENTS OF FOUNDATIONS.

BOREHOLE MATERIAL SYMBOLS FOR YPDT-CAMC BOREHOLES THAT WERE NOT COMPLETED BY GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., SPL CONSULTANTS LTD., SOIL

PROBE LTD., OR MTO DO NOT SHOW THE HATCH PATTERNS FOR THE SPECIFIC MATERIAL TYPES SHOWN ABOVE SINCE THERE REMAINS SOME

UNCERTAINTY REGARDING MATERIAL CLASSIFICATION. COLOURS ON THESE BOREHOLES ARE INTENDED TO ONLY PROVIDE A GENERAL INDICATION OF

REPORTED MATERIAL TYPE.

GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN

YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION

UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE

REGION OF YORK, ONTARIO

GRAVEL

3



FIGURE 3B

INTERPRETED STRATIGRAPHIC PROFILE
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EXTENSION TRACK WORK ALIGNMENT, PLAN AND PROFILE DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 AND FEBRUARY 28, 2011. THE PROFILES ARE APPROXIMATE AND

ARE SHOWN FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY

2. GEOLOGIC PROFILE DATABASE AS PROVIDED BY YORK-PEEL-DURHAM-TORONTO-CONSERVATION AUTHORITIES MORAINE COALITION [YPDT - CAMC].

3. INTERPRETED GROUNDWATER LEVEL PROFILE BASED ON GROUNDWATER LEVEL DATA PROVIDED ON RECORD OF BOREHOLE SHEETS PREPARED FOR

OR BY GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., SPL CONSULTANTS LTD., SOIL PROBE LTD., AND MTO.

GENERAL LEGEND:

INTERPRETED MAJOR DEPOSIT BOUNDARY
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THIS FIGURE SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE GOLDER REPORT TITLED  "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN, YOUNG SUBWAY

EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO", REPORT No. 09-1111-6091-3000-R07, DATED NOVEMBER 2011,

UPDATED DECEMBER 2013..

THE CHARACTERISTICS AND VARIABILITY ANTICIPATED WITHIN THE MAJOR SOIL DEPOSITS ARE DESCRIBED IN THE TEXT OF THIS REPORT. SIGNIFICANT

LAYERS, INTERLAYERS AND LENSES WITHIN THE MAJOR DEPOSITS ILLUSTRATED ARE INTERPRETED FROM THE BOREHOLE RECORDS. THE BOUNDARIES

ILLUSTRATED ARE INTENDED TO HIGHLIGHT THE VARIABILITY WITHIN THE DEPOSITS, WHICH EXHIBIT GRADUAL TRANSITIONS FROM ONE SOIL TYPE TO

ANOTHER.  IN ADDITION, LENSES AND INTERLAYERS NOT DETECTED BY THE SUBSURFACE INVESTIGATION WILL BE PRESENT BETWEEN BOREHOLES.

THIS INTERPRETED STRATIGRAPHY FIGURE IS A SIMPLIFICATION OF SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS BASED ON GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., SPL CONSULTANTS LTD.,

SOIL PROBE LTD., AND MTO BOREHOLES. DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF THE CONDITIONS ENCOUNTERED AT THE BOREHOLE LOCATIONS ARE FOUND ON THE

RECORDS OF BOREHOLES CONTAINED IN THE GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION  REPORTS LISTED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT REFERENCED ABOVE.

THIS FIGURE IS PREPARED FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY.

BOREHOLE WIDTH IN PROFILE IS NOT TO SCALE.

PROFILES EXTEND IN ORDER OF INCREASING STATIONING ALONG THE CENTRE LINE OF THE YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION ALIGNMENT.

STRUCTURES AND YONGE SUBWAY LINE EXTENSION OUTLINES ARE SHOWN FOR GENERAL ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY

INDICATE EXTENTS OF FOUNDATIONS.

BOREHOLE MATERIAL SYMBOLS FOR YPDT-CAMC BOREHOLES THAT WERE NOT COMPLETED BY GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD., SPL CONSULTANTS LTD., SOIL

PROBE LTD., OR MTO DO NOT SHOW THE HATCH PATTERNS FOR THE SPECIFIC MATERIAL TYPES SHOWN ABOVE SINCE THERE REMAINS SOME

UNCERTAINTY REGARDING MATERIAL CLASSIFICATION. COLOURS ON THESE BOREHOLES ARE INTENDED TO ONLY PROVIDE A GENERAL INDICATION OF

REPORTED MATERIAL TYPE.
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MEASURED "N" VALUE FOR 0.3 m OF PENETRATION FOR BOREHOLE 14 BETWEEN ELEVATION 177.5 m AND ELEVATION
179 m, BOREHOLE 124 BETWEEN ELEVATION 189 m AND ELEVATION 193 m, BOREHOLE 206 ABOVE ELEVATION 197.5 m,
BOREHOLE 212 ABOVE ELEVATION 203.5 m, AND BOREHOLE 214 ABOVE ELEVATION 204 m.

LEGEND:

UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE
STA. 7+200 TO STA. 8+400

NOTES:
1. THIS FIGURE SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE

REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN
STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. DATA SHOWN EXCLUDES FILL MATERIALS.
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LEGEND:
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NOTES:
1. THIS FIGURE SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE

REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN
STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. DATA SHOWN EXCLUDES FILL MATERIALS.



NOTES:
1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL

DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK,
ONTARIO".

2. THE RESULTS SHOWN ON THIS FIGURE INCORPORATE LABORATORY TESTING CARRIED OUT FROM BOREHOLES
LOCATED WITHIN THE  UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE ALIGNMENT ONLY.

3. THE PLASTICITY ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION
PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS FOR TYPE 9, 10, AND 11 MATERIALS.  FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND
INFORMATION, REFER TO THE GEOTECHNICAL DATA RESULTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED
ABOVE.

DATE:
PROJECT:
INPUT:
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FIGURE 6
PLASTICITY CHART

CLAYEY SILT/CLAY/SILTY CLAY/SILTY CLAY TILL/
CLAYEY SILT TILL (TYPES 9,10 and 11)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
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FIGURE 7GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
FILL (TYPE 1)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN
SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 8GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
SAND AND GRAVEL/GRAVELLY SAND (TYPE 4)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 9GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
SAND (TYPE 5)

COBBLE
SIZEGRAVEL SIZESAND SIZE

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 10GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
SILTY SAND (TYPE 6)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 11GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
SANDY SILT/SAND AND SILT (TYPE 7)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 12GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
CLAYEY SILT (TYPE 9)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS.
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FIGURE 13GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
CLAY/SILTY CLAY (TYPE 10)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 14GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
SILTY CLAY TILL/CLAYEY SILT TILL (TYPE 11)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. DASHED LINES DENOTE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION DATA REPORTED FOR MTO BOREHOLES.  GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
TESTING CARRIED OUT FOR MTO BOREHOLES INCLUDED THREE TO FOUR SIEVES AND THEREFORE, ARE NOT
REPRESENTATIVE OF COMPLETE DISTRIBUTIONS AND ARE ONLY RELEVANT AT THE DISCRETE INFLECTION POINTS ON
THE PLOT.

4. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 15
GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION

SANDY SILT TILL/SILTY SAND TILL/SAND AND SILT TILL
(TYPE 12)

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH

1. THIS FIGURE IS TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

2. THE SIZE OF THE SAMPLES USED DURING THE FIELD INVESTIGATION WORK LIMITS THE MAXIMUM RETRIEVED PARTICLE
SIZE TO ABOUT 35 MM DIAMETER.

3. DASHED LINES DENOTE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION DATA REPORTED FOR MTO BOREHOLES.  GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION
TESTING CARRIED OUT FOR MTO BOREHOLES INCLUDED THREE TO FOUR SIEVES AND THEREFORE, ARE NOT
REPRESENTATIVE OF COMPLETE DISTRIBUTIONS AND ARE ONLY RELEVANT AT THE DISCRETE INFLECTION POINTS ON
THE PLOT.

4. THE GRAIN SIZE DISTRIBUTION ENVELOPE IS BASED ON A TYPICAL RANGE OF TEST RESULTS FROM THE YONGE SUBWAY
EXTENSION PROJECT AND PREVIOUS TTC PROJECTS. FOR SAMPLE SPECIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION, REFER TO THE
GEOTECHNICAL DATA REPORTS REFERENCED IN SECTION 3 OF THE REPORT IDENTIFIED ABOVE.
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FIGURE 16
EARTH PRESSURE DIAGRAM FOR

TEMPORARY STRUCTURES SUPPORTED USING SOIL
ANCHORS FOR LAYERED STRATIGRAPHIC PROFILE

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH
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THIS FIGURE SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED  "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".
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EARTH PRESSURE DIAGRAM FOR FULLY DEWATERED
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES

SUPPORTED USING INTERNAL STRUTS
FOR LAYERED STRATIGRAPHIC PROFILE

Sept. 25/11
09-1111-6091
DCH
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THIS FIGURE SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPORT TITLED  "GEOTECHNICAL REPORT FOR CONCEPTUAL
DESIGN, YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND TRAIN STORAGE, REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK, ONTARIO".

NOTE:



 

 

 

 

Golder Associates Ltd. 
309 Exeter Road, Unit #1 
London, Ontario, N6L 1C1 
Canada 
T: +1 (519) 652 0099 

  

 
 


	1.0 introduction
	2.0 site and project description
	3.0 sources of information
	3.1 Geological Information
	3.1.1 Subsurface Data Reports
	3.1.2 Geological References
	3.1.3 Other Information

	3.2 Conceptual Design Information

	4.0 Subsurface conditions
	4.1 Regional Geology
	4.2 Topography
	4.3 Stratigraphy
	4.4 Engineering Characteristics of Soils
	4.4.1 Topsoil and Fill (Types 2 and 1)
	4.4.2 Native Soils
	4.4.2.1 Sand and Gravel/Gravelly Sand (Type 4)
	4.4.2.2 Sand to Silty Sand (Types 5 and 6)
	4.4.2.3 Sandy Silt/Sand and Silt (Types 7 and 8)
	4.4.2.4 Clayey Silt to Silty Clay (Types 9 and 10)
	4.4.2.5 Silty Clay Till/Clayey Silt Till (Type 11)
	4.4.2.6 Sandy Silt Till to Gravelly Sand Till (Type 12)


	4.5 Groundwater Conditions
	4.6 Subsurface Hazards
	4.6.1 Cobbles and Boulders
	4.6.2 Natural Gas


	5.0 man-made features SIGNIFICANT to design and construction
	5.1 Adjacent Properties, Structures and Utilities
	5.2 Soil and Groundwater Chemistry
	5.3 Boreholes and Wells

	6.0 soil units related to excavation
	6.1 Underground Train Storage Structure
	6.2 Ancillary Structures

	7.0 recommendations for conceptual design
	7.1 Box Structure Conceptual Design
	7.2 Conceptual Foundation Design
	7.2.1 Ancillary Structures

	7.3 Temporary Ground Support Systems
	7.3.1 Conceptual Design Considerations
	7.3.1.1 Continuous Concrete Walls
	7.3.1.2 Soldier Piles with Lagging

	7.3.2 Lateral Earth Pressures
	7.3.3 Soil Anchors
	7.3.4 Open Cut Slopes

	7.4 Dewatering
	7.4.1 Underground Train Storage Structure
	7.4.2 Ancillary Structures

	7.5 Backfilling

	8.0 Ground movement
	8.1 Deep Excavation Induced Ground Movements
	8.2 Instrumentation and Movement Monitoring

	9.0 management and disposal of soil and groundwater
	10.0 Future subsurface Explorations and Testing
	11.0 closure
	0911116091-3000-R07 Dec 23 13-(REVISED) UTS Table I.pdf
	SUMMARY OF PRELIMINARY  SOIL PARAMETERS

	0911116091-3000-Figures 16-17.pdf
	0911116091AD016
	Figure 16
	Figure 17


	0911116091-3000-Figures 6-15.pdf
	0911116091AD006
	PL-Type 9_10_11
	Type 1
	Type 4
	Type 5
	Type 6
	Type 7
	Type 9
	Type 10
	Type 11
	Type 12
	SOIL PROBE SCANS





